
What is Propaganda?

It is a systematic, widespread promotion of particular ideas, doctrines, practices, etc.  It exists to further one side’s cause and damage the cause of the other.

During WWI, people in Canada were encouraged to do all that they could to support the troops overseas.  Posters, patriotic community groups, and government campaigns suggested that Cana[image: image1.png].
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dians follow or support these ideals:

1. Victory Gardens:  encouraged Canadians to produce as much food as possible and to reduce the amount that they ate and wasted.
2. Victory Bonds:  encouraged citizens to buy government bonds to support the war effort.  After the war, the bonds could be cashed in at a profit because of accrued interest.
What is the War Measures Act?

The War Measures Act is a piece of Canadian law that was enacted in August 1914.  This document, which is still active, gives the Federal government sweeping powers to ensure “the security, defense, peace, order, and welfare of Canada”.  

With a colleague, offer a scenario where the War Measures Act may be used in modern Canada:

During WWI, as part of The War Measures Act:


Many “enemy aliens” were put into labour camps.  For example, the Castle Mountain Internment Camp in Alberta held Ukrainian immigrants to Canada.  Over 8,500 recent immigrants were held at the camp, some for as l[image: image3.png]


ong as two years after WWI ended.  

Conditions at this camp were harsh and abusive.  Recognizing the value of future Alberta tourism, the main purpose of the camp was to push the Banff highway through to Lake Louise.  The work of the POWs played a substantial role in the creation of Banff National Park.

Spending Christmas, 1916 at a Canadian Internment Camp

As well, under authority of the War Measures Act, books and magazines published in enemy languages were banned and censored.  The War Measures Act was invoked at two other points in the twentieth century, both of which will be explored later.


