WWI:  The Eastern Front:
· The Eastern Front refers to a theatre of war during World War I in Central and, primarily, Eastern Europe

· The length of the front in the East was much longer than in the West

· The battle lines on the Eastern Front never truly developed

· This was due to greater length of the front

· The length ensured that the density of soldiers in the line was lower, so the line was easier to break

· Once broken, the weak communication networks made it difficult for the defender to rush reinforcements to the rupture in the line to mount a rapid counteroffensive and seal off a breakthrough
· The Russian Army, attempting to invade Germany’s East Prussian province and Austro-Hungarian province of Galicia

· August 1914:  Battle of Tannenberg:  conflict was a disaster for Russia

· Early Russian success in 1914 on the Austro-Russian border was a reason for concern among the Central Powers

· German forces were transferred considerable forces there

· As the Western Front stabilized, the German command decided to make its main effort on the Eastern Front in 1915, and transferred considerable forces there

· Effectiveness of the Russian Army rapidly declined as the underdeveloped Russian arms industry proved unable to meet the demands of the front

· When Russia withdrew from the war, there were 3.9 million Russian POWs

