YCGA:  Considering Sentencing:

Facts:

A 14 year old girl and her 24 year old boyfriend were both charged with 3 counts of first degree murder

The 14 year old girl and her boyfriend are accused of killing the girl’s parents and brother

The 14 year old girl had often complained to her boyfriend that she hated her parents because they would ground her and take away her

computer privileges and thus wanted them dead

The boyfriend brutally stabbed his girlfriend’s parents a total of 36 times.

The boyfriend then told his girlfriend to stab her brother.

The 14 year old responded by saying “I can’t,” and he said, “You have to, I did this for you.”

The girl then stabbed her brother once in the chest, and then her boyfriend slit her brother’s throat.

Immediately after the murder, the 14 year old girl packed some clothes, stole her mother’s purse, went to the nearby 7-11 to withdraw cash out of her mother’s account and then went to her boyfriend’s trailer.

The two accused then went to a house party later that night and were seen making out.

The 14 year old never checked to see if any of her family members were alive, nor did she ever call the police.

The defence argued that the 14 year old had merely talked about killing/hating her parents, however, never meant it. The defence also argued that during and after the murder the girl was in a trance and was not aware of what was going on. The crown argued that she wanted her parents killed because they did not approve of her dating someone 10 years her senior.

The trial has not yet taken place.

In the case of murder, It is up to the judge to decide whether to hand out an adult sentence or a youth sentence:

Adult Sentence: If the 14 year old girl is given an adult sentence she could receive a life sentence in jail with no possibility of parole for 25 years, the minimum sentence would have been 10 years in an adult jail

Youth Sentence: The maximum youth sentence would be 10 years in custody.  Note that once the girl turned 20, she would be  transferred to an adult prison.

Questions for Discussion:

1. Can a youth at the age of 14 appreciate the consequences of their actions?

2. Should a 14 year old be held to the same standard as an adult?

3. Do you feel that she has shown the appropriate remorse that justifies the judge giving a youth sentence?

4. Would more time in jail make the sisters more likely or less likely to commit murder again and why?

