
Who was Martin Niemöller?

Martin Niemöller  was born on January 14th, 1892 in Lippstadt, Germany.  When Adolph Hitler came to power in Germany, Niemöller was one of his supporters.  Niemöller had been a soldier during WWI, and he was eager to see Germany become a strong, proud nation again.  However, as Nazi policies, especially against Jews, become clearer, Niemöller speaks out against them.  He also opposed the Nazi’s desire to control all churches in Germany.

Niemöller was arrested on July 1st, 1937 and brought to a “Special Court” to be tried for activities against the State. He was fined 2,000 Reichmarks and received a prison term of seven months. As his detention period exceeded the jail term, he was released by the Court after the trial. However, immediately after leaving the Court, he was re-arrested by  the Gestapo —presumably because their leaders found the sentence too lenient and decided to take "merciless action" against him.

Niemöller lived in two concentration camps from 1938 to 1945.  On April 24th, 1945, Niemöller was transferred to Tyrol, a state in what is now Austria.  He was one of 130 high-profile German prisoners who were transferred.  This transfer happened because concentration camps were being liberated by allied forces.  The prisoners were liberated by American troops on May 5th, 1945.  Prior to this liberation, they were protected from execution by a German military unit lead by Wichard von Alvenskeben.

After the war, Niemöller helped write a document called Stuttgart Declaration of Guilt.  In this document, he acknowledged that the church in Germany had not done enough to prevent the holocaust.  

Late in his life, Niemöller was a well-known pacifist.  He campaigned against the Vietnam War and against nuclear weapons.

Niemöller died on March 6th, 1984.

“In Germany they came first for the Communists, and I didn't speak up because I

wasn't a Communist. Then they came for the Jews, and I didn't speak up because

I wasn't a Jew. Then they came for the trade unionists, and I didn't speak up

because I wasn't a [image: image1.png]


trade unionist. Then they came for the Catholics, and I didn't

speak up because I was a Protestant. Then they came for me, and by that time no

one was left to speak up.”

--Martin Niemöller, 1945
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