
The Birth of Socialized Medicine in Canada:

During the 1960 Saskatchewan Premier’s race, incumbent Tommy Douglas ran on the promise of a compulsory, government-run health care plan.  Douglas’ Co-Operative Commonwealth Federation won the election, and The Saskatchewan Medical Care Insurance Bill was introduced in the provincial legislature on October 13, 1961 and was passed that November. 

By this time, Douglas had stepped down as premier in order to assume the leadership of the newly-formed federal New Democratic Party and was replaced as provincial premier and CCF leader by  Woodrow Lloyd, who was to face enormous pressure to withdraw the plan.In an attempt to reach a compromise, Lloyd delayed the implementation of Medicare from April to July 1962.

In May 1962, a meeting of doctors passed a resolution vowing that physicians would close their practices if and when Medicare came into force. "Keep Our Doctors" committees were established.  It was feared th[image: image1.png]


at most doctors would leave the province if socialized medicine were introduced.  On July 1, 1962, the doctors strike began and approximately 90% of the province's doctors shut their offices.

The provincial government brought in doctors from Britain, the United States and other provinces in order to staff community clinics set-up to meet demand for health services. A July 11th rally in support of the doctors attracted about 4,000 people, one-tenth the number hoped for by the organizers.  By mid-July some of the striking doctors returned to work. Lord Taylor, a British physician who had helped implement the National Health Service in the United Kingdom, was brought in as a mediator and the "Saskatoon Agreement", which ended the strike, was signed on July 23, 1962. 

The success of socialized medicine in Canada was such that it was implemented across Canada within the next ten years.
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