
“If You Tolerate This Your Children Will Be Next”:  An Intro to the Spanish Civil War:

The Spanish Civil War was a civil war in Spain between rebels, known as Nationalists and the Spanish Republic and its Republican government and supporters. It took place between July 1936 and April 1939, and ended in a defeat of the Republican cause, followed by the dictatorship of Francisco Franco.

The rebellion was not only a military coup, but it had a substantial civilian component.  

The leaders of the rebellion were the generals Franco, Emilio Mola, and Jos Sanjurjo. Sanjurjo was the unquestioned leader of the uprising, but he was killed in a plane crash on July 20 as he was going to Spain to take control of the rebel side. 

Franco, the overall commander of the Spanish army since 1933 and already a noted pro-Fascist, Franco flew from the Canary Islands to the Spanish colonies in Morocco and took command there. For the remaining three years of the war, Franco was effective commander of all the Nationalists, and he unassumingly arranged events - including assigning missions to political rivals that would likely get them killed - so that at the end of the war there would be no opposition to his rule.

The rebellion was opposed by the government - with the troops that remained loyal - as well as by Socialist and Communist groups. The European powers were officially neutral.  However, the Italians under Mussolini and the Nazis under Hitler violated this neutrality and sent troops and weapons to support Franco.  As well, volunteers from others nations went to Spain to support the Nationalists.

The Republicans received limited support from the Soviet Union as well as from individual idealistic volunteers from many countries, collectively known as the International Brigades.  American volunteers formed the Abraham Lincoln Brigade and Canadians formed the Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion or “The Mac-Paps". 

Among the more famous foreigners participating in the efforts against the fascists was Ernest Hemingway.  Hemingway's novel For Whom the Bell Tolls was inspired by his experiences in Spain. 

Many of the Allied European powers were still practising a policy of appeasement towards Fascist regimes, or they viewed social revolutionary elements within the anti-fascist forces with distaste, or they believed that the Republicans were Communists.

Germany used the war as a testing ground for faster tanks and aircraft that were just becoming available at the time. This helped them get ready for WWII. 

Franco rules all of Spain from 1939 until his death in November 1975. As head of state, Franco used the title Caudillo de España, por la gracia de Dios, meaning Leader of Spain, by the Grace of God.  At this point, Spain transitions into a modern democracy.
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