1920s Slang & Style:

As the 1920s began, it seemed like the world has opened up.  Many new inventions, such as the radio, talking films, and air travel made the world seem much smaller.  Not only were there new technologies, but there were a lot of new fashions appearing.

For women, the new fashion was known as the “flapper look”.  A flapper was a woman who dressed and behaved outrageously.  The “flapper look” consisted of skirts just above the knees and silk stockings rolled down.  The new look for women also included a short, bobbed hair style.

Flappers also wore makeup, which, up until then, had only been worn by actresses and prostitutes.

Flappers also engaged in “unladylike” behaviour such as riding bicycles, drinking, smoking, and … other things.
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Not only were women experiencing great changes in fashion, but men were as well.  Men would often grease down their hair and gel it, trying to imitate their favourite movie stars.  Their clothing often consisted of baggy pants, a colourful hat, and a bow tie.  Baggy “plus fours” were often worn with jackets and socks that had a matching pattern.

The twenties also saw the creation of new slang and lingo.  People used words such as “giggle water”, “flat tire”, and “spiffy” in their everyday language.
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