The Ottoman Empire:  Twentieth Century Demise:




The Ottoman Empire lasted from 1299-1923

At the height of its power, in the 16th and 17th centuries, the Ottoman Empire spanned three continents, controlling much of Southeastern Europe, Western Asia and North Africa.  The capital of the Empire was Istanbul, in what is today Turkey.

As the twentieth century began, the Empire was already in decline.  Its survival even to this time was, in part, a product of Western European empires helping it fight off invaders from Russia and Austria.  The Western European empires feared those of the east gaining territory.

A group known as the Young Turks seized power in 1908 following a revolution.  In this confusion of this revolution, some of the Empire territory was lost to Austria-Hungary.  

The Young Turk government signed a secret treaty establishing the Ottoman-German Alliance in August 1914, aimed against the common Russian enemy and aligning the Empire with the German side in WWI.

On the side of the Triple Alliance, the Empire scored many key victories as WWI began.  One of these was the Battle of Gallipoli.  

In 1916, the Arab Revolt took place.  This turned the tide of the war against the Ottomans.  Following the end of WWI, the former Ottoman Empire is divided into forty new countries.
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Among the countries that were, at one point, part of the Ottoman Empire, are:  

· Bosnia

· Bulgaria

· Georgia

· Greece

· Herzegovina

· Macedonia

· Serbia
