The End of WWII:  
· In 1939, FDR received a letter from Einstein warning about German advances in nuclear fission

· FDR funded research immediately; The Manhattan Engineer District Project was a secret project funded by $2 billion congress dollars

· Successful testing of the bomb in New Mexico in 1945 left President Truman with a critical decision on the Pacific Conflict:


· Battles in the Philippines, Iwo Jima, and Okinawa were costly

· US military leaders did not believe that the bomb was necessary

· Scientists lobbied the President for a demonstration, but Truman did not want to risk embarrassment or waste arsenal:  he had only two bombs

· A Soviet entry into the Pacific region could lead to territorial demands

· Bargaining at the end of the war would be easier if the Soviets were aware of the bomb’s power

· There were concerns about the continuing escalations of causalities

· On 6 August 1945, Colonel Paul Tibbets flew the Enola Gay and dropped the atomic bomb on Hiroshima

· Three days later a second bomb was dropped on Nagasaki

· On 14 August 1945, Japanese Emperor Hirohito overrode his military advisors and accepted the terms of unconditional surrender

The Holocaust:

· The first reports of mass murder reached the west in May 1942 but were sadly underplayed

· Allied leaders put war priorities ahead of diverting forces for Jewish rescue operations

· Allied soldiers began to realize the horror when they advanced into German-occupied territory
· Between five and six million Jews perished in the holocaust; around seven million non-Jewish victims also perished

· Nazi leaders were tried for their crimes:  22 were charged, 11 were executed, 1 committed suicide, and the others received prison terms

· Following WWII, Germany was divided into two nations:  East Germany and Western Germany
· East Germany became a communist state and West Germany a democratic one

· West Germany paid reparations to victims:  $25 billion by 1987

· Imprisoned victims were given restitution at the rate of one dollar per day of suffering; claims could also be made for property loss
