WWI Exploration:  Who is Henry Norwest?
In this course of this lesson, we shall look at a number of primary and secondary source documents.  Through this work, we shall attempt to answer the question:   
What is the Legacy of Henry Norwest?
Part A:
As we begin, stop and consider the word “legacy”.  What, in your opinion does it mean?  What, in your opinion is an abstract example of a “great legacy” that someone could leave?





















Part B:
Look at the photo of The First World War Cenotaph at the Legion in Fort Saskatchewan, Alberta.  Firstly, note anything that seems unusual about it.  Then, make a list of five questions that you would need the answers to so that you could be a “perfect expert” on this monument.

[image: http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~canab/img/alberta-memorials-CEN7.jpg]








Part C:
Métis Sniper Made his Mark for Canada at Vimy Ridge
Posted:  April 4th, 2017
http://bit.ly/2o5MpLc
At the bottom of the list of names etched into the cenotaph at the legion in Fort Saskatchewan, Alta., there is one that stands out from the rest.
Henry Norwest's name is in a different format. The white paint, which has not yet faded like the others, still gleams.
If the name looks like it was an afterthought, it's because it was. Norwest's was added to the cenotaph in 2008, an action formally honouring the Métis marksman who died 90 years earlier, during the First World War.
Sunday marks 100 years since Canadian troops began the assault on Vimy Ridge in northeast France. By April 14, the Canadians had won the battle, but lost almost 3,600. 
"There is no doubt in mind that he is in a place of peace," says Marilyn Buffalo, Norwest's great-granddaughter.
"There is a special place for warriors like him."
Before he took to the battlefields in France and was among the thousands of Canadians who fought at Vimy Ridge in April 1917, Norwest was a married father of three who frequently moved around to find work. 
Of French and Cree ancestry, he was a ranch hand and a roper who helped to wrangle bison in Montana in an effort to move herds north to Canada.
He listed his trade as "Cow Puncher" when he signed up to be part of the Canadian Expeditionary Force in January 1915.
[image: Henry Norwest]
Norwest, who sometimes went as Henry Louie, worked as a ranch hand and roper before enlisting with the Canadian Expeditionary Force.
With war underway in Europe, he eagerly enlisted in Wetaskiwin, Alta., under the name Henry Louie, but his initial military stint was short-lived. Records from the time show that he was discharged three months later because of what was then referred to as "drunkenness."
Still determined to fight overseas, he headed south to Calgary and enlisted again, this time under the name Henry Norwest.
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Norwest established himself as a skilled sniper while fighting in France with Calgary's 50th Battalion
Before he left for England, he went to say goodbye to his three girls, who at the time were living in a residential school in Ermineskin, Alta.
Buffalo remembers her grandmother telling her about the last time she saw him.
"There was a very handsome man who came to bid her goodbye at the residential school and that was her dad."
Starting out earning a monthly wage of $15, Norwest quickly established himself as a skilled sniper while fighting in France with Calgary's 50th Battalion.
Snipers typically worked with an observer, but Buffalo says she heard stories about Norwest sometimes creeping through no man's land on his own, slipping out of the trench at night and returning to camp early in the morning. 
During the war, First Nation soldiers were among Canada's top snipers, and Norwest's upbringing and experience as a hunter were evident, says Al Judson, curator of the King's Own Calgary Regiment Museum, where one of Norwest's rifles is on display. 
"He could move well, quietly with stealth," says Judson.
"He could use camouflage and the natural foliage around him to hide."
[image: Rifle]
A Ross rifle on display at the King's Own Calgary Regiment Museum is one of the rifles Norwest used.
He had a reputation that was feared by the Germans and revered by his comrades.
In military records, he is described by a fellow soldier as understanding "better than most of the us the cost of life and the price of death."
"He showed complete detachment from everything while he was in the line."
Off the battlefield, he was jovial and popular with the women in the dance halls, which is how Buffalo says her great-grandfather earned his nickname "Ducky."
"He would dance all night and then duck out on the girls at the end of the night."
On April 9, 1917, under a barrage of heavy fire, Norwest was among the thousands of Canadian troops who made the deadly push to capture Vimy Ridge.
Norwest was awarded a Military Medal for his efforts to help allied forces capture "the Pimple," a significant point along the ridge.
In his award citation, officials said he showed great bravery and "saved a great number of our men's lives."
In the three months leading up to the battle, he shot and killed 59 men from opposing forces.
[image: Military award]
Norwest won a military medal for his efforts during the battle for Vimy Ridge. He died in August 1918, three months before the war ended.
In August of the following year, he fought during the battle of Amiens, taking out snipers and machine gunners. But just three months before the First World War ended, Norwest himself became the target of a German sharpshooter and the 33-year-old was shot and killed.
On his temporary grave marker, one of his fellow soldiers wrote: "It must have been a damned good sniper that got Norwest."
'Made me very proud'
At the time of his death, he had 115 confirmed kills, but the actual number of fatal shots he fired could be much higher because the military only recorded hits that had been observed by someone else. He was awarded a military bar posthumously to go along with his medal. 
After the war, his remains were reinterred in a small church graveyard in Warvillers, France. In 2009, his great-granddaughter made an emotional visit to the site, where she performed a sacred Cree ceremony.  
"It made me very proud," Buffalo says.  
"This is a part of the history, our contribution to the world and to the British Empire 100 years ago. It has to be honoured."
[image: Marilyn Buffalo]
Buffalo visited her great-grandfather's grave in Warvillers, France, in 2009.
As a self-described history buff, she says she's tried to learn as much as she can about Norwest. She has reflected on what his contribution and his loss meant to her family.
Before he was killed in France, his wife died in Alberta, so his three daughters were left as orphans and spent most of their childhoods at residential school.
'He should have been there a long time ago.'- Dutchie Anderson
Today, Buffalo says Norwest has hundreds of descendants, mostly concentrated around Samson Cree First Nation in central Alberta. 
Some of them were there for a special ceremony in 2008, when Norwest's name was finally added to the cenotaph at the Fort Saskatchewan legion.
"He should have been there a long time ago," says Dutchie Enders, the services officer for the legion. 
[image: Cemetery]
Two stones have been placed in honour of Norwest at the cemetery in Fort Saskatchewan, Alta.
He believes Norwest's legacy was previously overlooked because he was Indigenous. Enders himself had only learned about his story shortly before Norwest's name was engraved.
"That is when we recognized that he had been neglected all these years."
Two stones have also been placed in the community's cemetery, each bearing a plaque recounting Norwest's accomplishments during the war. 
The legion's canteen is now named in honour of Norwest. His black and white picture hangs in the room and pressed under the glass beside it is a single eagle feather, which is a sacred symbol in Cree culture.
"We had to do this," Enders says. "He was one of our own."
Increasing Understanding:

1. Now that you have read the article, draft five questions that, if you had them answered, would make you a “perfect expert” on Henry Norwest.  

2. Join with two other people.  Compare questions.  Make special note of any questions that you have in common, even if they are worded slightly differently.  Attempt to infer the answers to all of your questions.

3. Continuing in your group, use a variety of on-line sources to cite your answers.  Reference cites that you use in Chicago style.













Part C:
In a new group of three, brainstorm answers to the following question.  Be ready to share your answers with the class as a whole:
What Are The Qualities of a “Good” Museum?
In this question, note that the word good has been placed in quotation marks.  This means that it is up to your group to decide, in this case, what “good” means.  Be ready to share this with the class as well.
Read the article What Makes a Good Museum?   Make any changes that your group sees fit.  Note that the article is not necessarily perfectly correct.  It should just be used as a compliment to the great work that your group has already done.




















Part D:
As a group, you have been tasked with the job of creating a piece for the soon-to-open Henry Norwest Museum.  Think about the qualities of a “good” museum throughout your work.  Once it is ready, your piece will be shared with the class as a whole.
Additionally, your group will suggest two companion pieces for the Museum.  You do not have to produce these, but you do have to explain why they are strong compliments to your piece, as well a part of the overall description of a “good” museum.
This is a very open project, based on the skills and interests of your group.  
Presentations will be around ten minutes in length, and will be marked based on the following criteria:
	
	Level I
	Level II 
	Level III
	Level IV

	Does the project present relevant, factual detail of Henry’s life?

	
	
	
	

	Does the project apply the qualities of a “good” museum technically, as created by consensus?

	
	
	
	

	Does the project apply the qualities of a “good” museum creatively, as created by consensus?

	
	
	
	

	Does the individual present the qualities of an effective presentation?
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