
What is Communism?

Communism is a social and political movement.  Its goal is a classless and, ultimately, stateless society.  In communism, there is common ownership of the means of production, articles of consumption are free, wage labour does not exist.  Private property also does not exist.

One of the basic ideas of communism is “from each according to his ability, to each according to his need”

What is Capitalism?

Capitalism is an economic system.  In it, the means of production are privatel[image: image1]y owned.  Those owners work for the purpose of creating profit.  In capitalism, decisions about price, supply/demand, and distribution are made organically by the nature of the free market.  The free market functions like an “invisible hand”.  Some important ideas in capitalism are:  private property, wage labour, and class system.

According to capitalism, "It is not from the benevolence of the butcher, the brewer, or the baker, that we expect our dinner, but from their regard to their own self-interest”.


[image: image3.png]



Communism and Capitalism Journal:

Now that we have investigated the details of communism and capitalism, you will write a journal that presents where you, personally, land on the “capitalism/communism” continuum.  Justify your answer using at least three examples.  These may be real of hypothetical.  

Journals may also include speculation on how your place on the continuum has changed or may change in the future.

Journals should be two-pages, double spaced.  They will be marked based on the following criteria:

Presence of Valid Points:  
Journal/5

· Are all your facts correct?

· Do they fit within the journal topic?

· Are their enough facts to meet the required journal length?

Coherence:



Journal/3

· Does your writing style enhance or confuse your ideas?

· Is your journal mechanically sound?

Opinion:



Journal/2

· Is your point of view clear?

· Is your point of view well connected to the facts you have given?

Total Mark:



Journal/10
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