
Evel Knieval:  1970s Icon:

Robert Craig Knieval was born on October 17th 1938 in Butte, Montana.  He was raised by his grandpartents.  Knieval rose to fame in the 1970s as a daredevil and entertainer.  He was known as “The Last Gladiator”.  Some of Knieval’s most famous stunts were:

· His failed attempt to jump the fountains of Caesar’s Palace on December 31st, 1967.  As Knieval was on the ramp for this jump, his motorcycle unexpectedly decelerated and he crashed.  As a result of the crash, Evel Knieval suffered a crushed pelvis and femur, fractures to his hip, wrist, and both ankles.  He also suffered a concussion that kept him in a coma for twenty-nine days. 
· His failed jump across the Snake River Canyon in Twin Falls, Idaho, on September 8th, 1974.  This jump was done is a “Skycycle”, which was essentially a steam-powered unguided missile.  The steam that powered the engine was superheated to a temperature of 500 °F (260 °C). Upon take-off, the drogue parachute deployed. The deployed chute caused enough drag that even though the skycycle made it all the way across the canyon to the north rim, the prevailing winds caused it to drift back south, into the canyon. By the time it hit the bottom of the canyon, it landed only a few feet from the water on the same side of[image: image1.png]
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 the canyon it had been launched from. If he had landed in the water, Knievel would have drowned due to a harness malfunction which kept him strapped in the vehicle. Knievel survived the jump with only minor injuries.
· His failed jump, in front of 90,000 spectators to jump thirteen double-decker buses at London’s Wembley Stadium on May 26th, 1975.
· A never-completed jump in Chicago, Illinois.  The jump was scheduled for the winter of 1976 and was inspired by the film Jaws.  Knievel was scheduled to jump a tank full of live sharks and would be televised live nationally. However, during his rehearsal, Knievel lost control of the motorcycle and crashed into a cameraman. Although Knievel broke his arms, he was more distraught over a permanent injury his accident caused to the cameraman, who lost his eye.
Between 1972 and 1977, Ideal Toy Company released a series of Evel Knievel related merchandise. During the six years the toys were manufactured, Ideal claimed to have sold more than $125 million worth of Knievel toys.  Knievel later said of his career that he had "earned $60 million, and spent $62 million".  Evel Knieval died of pulmonary disease in Clearwater, Florida on November 30th, 2007.  He was 69.
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