The Final Steps to War…
1. June 28th, 1914:  Archduke Ferdinand is assassinated at Sarajevo by Gavrilo Princip, a member of the Black Hand

2. July 23rd, 1914:  Austria-Hungary blames Serbia for the assassinations.   With the support of Germany, Austria-Hungary sends Serbia an ultimatum

3. July 26th, 1914:  Serbia agrees to two of the three terms of the ultimatum.  Serbia does not want Austria-Hungary’s officials in their country.  Austria-Hungary sees this as a complete rejection of the ultimatum and declares war on Serbia
4. August 1st, 1914:  Russia mobilizes its forces in support of Serbia.  Germany, feeling threatened, orders Russia to stop.  Russia refuses and Germany declares war on Russia

5. August 2nd, 1914:  France mobilizes its forces in support of Russia.  Germany, feeling threatened, orders France to stop.  France refuses and Germany declares war on France

6. August 4th, 1914:  Germany invades neutral Belgium.  Britain, who protected Belgium’s neutrality, declares war on Germany 

