Canada and Peacekeeping:
While Canada and the US became increasingly concerned about defense in North America, conflicts were taking place in other parts of the world.  The Cold War led to conflicts in areas such as Korea and Egypt in the 1950s.  These conflicts had a major effect on Canada.

The Korean War:

The outbreak of the Korean War in 1950 was the first real test on the UN’s peacemaking ability.  The Koreans had been an independent people for centuries, but in the early 1900s they had been taken over by Japan.  After WWII, Japan lost control of Korea.  The Soviet army occupied the northern half of the country and a communist government was established there.  American troops occupied the southern half.  The thirty-eighth parallel was the border.  The United Nations had been trying to reunite the Koreas with no success.

Then, in June 1950, a powerful North Korean army invaded South Korea.  It seemed likely that the heavily armed North Koreans would take over the entire country.  The matter was brought to an emergency meeting of the UN Security Council.  At that moment, the Soviet Union was boycotting the Security Council.  The Soviet Union, therefore, was unable to exercise its veto power.  The Security Council agreed to take action.  It ordered North Korea to withdraw its forces.  It called on UN members to send military forces to Korea.  The American general, Douglas MacArthur, was appointed to command these UN troops.  Most troops were from the United States, but some other nations, including Canada, contribute to the effort.
Canada sent one infantry brigade, eight naval destroyers, and air transport squadron, and about 27,000 soldiers in all.  In April 1951, the Princess Patricia’s Light Infantry won praise at the Battle of Kapyong in central Korea. The “Princess Pats”, although outnumbered eight to one, dug in to defend Hill 677.  They spent three days in terrifying hand-to-hand fighting.  But the Canadians held on, saved by an air drop of food and ammunition.  The Canadian victory at Kapyong probably prevented Seoul, the South Korea capital, from falling to the North Koreans.

Five hundred and sixteen Canadians were killed in the Korean War, and over one thousand were wounded.  Canada had shown the world that it was prepared to take a responsible role in the actions of the United Nations.

The Korean War ended in 1953 with a truce.  Both sides agreed to stop fighting.  However, the war did not succeed in uniting the two Koreas.  The boarder between North and South Korea was back to approximately where it had been when the war started in 1950.
The Suez Crisis:

In 1956, a situation arose which could easily have developed into a major war between the superpowers.  Egypt’s head of state, President Nassar, decided to take over the Suez Canal from British and French control.  The Canal was a vital trade route in the East.  Ships could travel from the Mediterranean Sea to the Red Sea and the Indian Ocean through the Suez Canal without sailing around Africa.

The Egyptian action greatly alarmed Israel, Britain, and France.  These nations responded by attacking Egypt.  The Soviet Union threatened to send missiles to support Egypt.  The United States warned that it would step in if the Soviet Union interfered.  An explosive situation was building.
Frantic activity took place at the United Nations.  Members desperately looked for a way to reduce the tension.  Lester B. Pearson was, at that time, Canadian Secretary of State for External Affairs.  Pearson persuaded the General Assembly to order all foreign troops out of Egypt.  He convinced the UN to set up a United Nations Emergency Force (UNEF).  This would be an international police force.  It would keep peace between the rival armies until a settlement could be worked out.  As Pearson explained on November 2nd, 1956:

We need action not only to end the fighting, but to make the peace …  My own government would be glad to recommend Canadian participation in such a United Nations force, a truly international peace and police force.
The UNEF was Pearson’s brainchild.  Its members would be drawn from middle powers with no individual interest in the dispute.  The force would not fight unless attacked.  Instead, it would observe, investigate, mediate, and report back to the UN General Assembly.  The force would be composed of 6,000 soldiers.  One thousand were Canadians.  Major-General E.L.M. Burns of Canada commanded the UN force.  The UNEF was a change from the UN action in Korea.  There, armed forces from UN member countries had engaged in active combat in an attempt to bring peace.

In the days that followed, Egypt, Israel, and France obeyed the ceasefire.  The UNEF succeeded in bringing peace to the region.  Much credit for this success was given to Lester Pearson.  For this achievement, Pearson was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1957.  It was a great honour for him and for Canada.  In his Nobel address, Pearson said:  “in the end, the whole problem always returns to people … to one person and his own individual response to the challenge that confronts him.”

Korean War:

1. When did the Korean War begin?

2. At the beginning of the twentieth century, which nation was in control of Korea?

3. How was Korea divided following WWII?  Who controlled each half?
4. What action did the UN Security Council take following North Korea’s invasion of South Korea in June 1950?

5. Describe the Canadian contribution to the Korean War.

6. When did the Korean War end?

7. Describe the Korean boarder following the war.

Suez Canal:

1. Why was the Suez Canal important to economics in the 1950s?
2. When Egypt decided to take control of the Suez Canal, which nations were upset?

3. What actions did these nations take against Egypt?

4. Which nation threatened to support Egypt?  Which nation promised to step in if this threat became reality?

5. At the time of the crisis in the Suez Canal, what was Lester Pearson’s role in Canadian politics?

6. Explain Pearson’s role in creating peace in the Suez Canal?

7. What was Pearson’s reward for his efforts?

