What was the Arab Revolt?
The Arab Revolt began in 1916.  It was started by the Sherif Hussein bin Ali.  Its goal was to gain independence from the Ottoman Empire and create a united Arab state. 
In order to achieve freedom from the Turks, Hussein bin Ali entered into an alliance with Britain and France midway through WWI.  Hussein had about 50,000 men under arms, but fewer than 10,000 had rifles.
The British government in Egypt sent a young officer, Captain T. E. Lawrence, to work with the Arabs in October 1916.  Lawrence was able to convince Arab leaders to plan their attacks to the benefit of the larger British strategy.  The assistance of Arab troops proves essential in the Middle Eastern episodes of WWI.

The United Kingdom agreed in that it would support Arab independence if they revolted against the Ottomans. The two sides had different interpretations of this agreement. In the event, the United Kingdom and France reneged on the original deal and divided up the area in ways unfavourable to the Arabs under the 1916 Sykes-Picot Agreement. 

Further confusing the issue was the Balfour Declaration of 1917, which promised support for a Jewish "national home" in Palestine.
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