Dionne Quintuplets 

Author: Gerald Carpenter 

Yvonne, Annette, Cécile, Émilie, and Marie Dionne are the first monozygotic-all from one fertilized ovum--quintuplets known to have survived to adulthood. They were nearly sextuplets, but the sixth fetus miscarried in the third month of pregnancy. Born to Oliva and Elzire Dionne, French-Canadian peasants, in their seven-room farmhouse near Callander, Ontario, the premature babies weighed a total of 13 pounds, 6 ounces. 

They owe their survival to the quick and intelligent care of the local general practitioner, Dr. Allan Roy Dafoe, who collected virtually every incubator in the province and kept the tiny girls alive through his excellent scientific care. Nevertheless, the significance of the Dionne Quintuplets rests not in their place in medical history, but as examples of exploitation and publicity. 

Their birth and survival created a worldwide sensation, and their father collected a fortune by serving as their "manager," selling the right to photograph them, to have them appear in motion pictures, and to secure their "endorsement" of various products. They were made wards of the Canadian government in 1935, and for their first ten years were raised in a special nursery built for them out of public funds. After a protracted lawsuit, their parents recovered custody in 1944.

Comprehension and Analysis Questions: Dionne Quintuplets:

1. Why do you think that so few multiple birth children were able to survive during the 1930s?  Infer four reasons.

2. Why do you think that people were so interested in the Dionne Quintuplets during the 1930s?  It seems strange that people would care about them at a time in History when they had so many, more important things to worry about.

3. Do you think that the Dionne Quintuplets’ father acted in the best interests of his children?  Explain your answer.

4. List four possible benefits for the Dionne Quintuplets of being “made wards of the Canadian government in 1935”.

5. List four possible disadvantages of this situation.

Group Application Project: Dionne Quintuplets:

Imagine that you are managing the career of the Dionne Quintuplets during the mid-1930s.  Your goal is to develop a “brand” through which future quint-based ventures can take place.  This branding will be presented to the class as a whole.   Projects may be completed individually or in groups of up to three.
Based on what you know about this period in history and about the children, complete the following projects:

1. Develop a film project for the Dionne Quintuplets.  You should include a basic “summary preview”, designed to make a potential viewer interested.   You should also include artwork for the film.   Ideally, this piece of your presentation can be structured as a “Netflix click screen”, something like the one below:
[image: image1.jpg]e 2005 VAL 1 Sosson B

Binded as a young boy, Matt Murdock fights
injustce by day as a lawyer and by right as
the Super Horo Daredevi in Halrs Kichen,
Now York City.

Ghar Cox,Dabora Ann s, VincortDDnotio

© Py from beginning

& Episodes and more
B Audio and Subites.

© AastonyLst





2. Select a product that would have existed during the 1930s and that the Dionne Quints could advertise.  Rationalize your choice.  Next, create one of the following in support of the product being sold:
· Artwork to appear in print to promote the product

· The script to a radio commercial advertising the product
· A “jingle” that could support the sale of the product.
For the “product” phase of this project, note a reasonable price for your product, consistent with the economy of the 1930s.  This will likely require some external research.  For the purposes of the project as a whole, assume that the Quints can be any age up to ten.  
You, along with all the other groups, will be presenting your ideas to a group of potential investors.  Each investor will have $1000 to invest in a single film venture and $1000 to invest in a single advertising venture.  This money will not be shared between groups. 

Dionne Quint “Branding” projects will have a weight factor of two, and be marked based on the following criteria:

	
	Level I
	Level II
	Level III
	Level IV

	Critical Thinking:  Does the branding show careful understanding of the nature of 1930s life?

	The branding does not show carful understanding of 1930s life?
	The branding shows limited, careful understanding of 1930s life
	The branding shows strong, careful understanding of 1930s life
	The branding shows outstanding, careful understanding of 1930s life

	Entrepreneurship:  Does the branding apply the principles of entrepreneurship, as explored previously?

	The branding does not apply the principles of entrepreneurship, as explored previously
	The branding applies the principles of entrepreneurship, as explored previously, to a limited extent
	The branding applies the principles of entrepreneurship, as explored previously, well
	The branding applies the principles of entrepreneurship, as explored previously, excellently

	Communication:  Does the branding presentation express its ideas clearly and confidently?

	The branding presentation does not express its ideas clearly and confidently
	The branding presentation expresses its ideas with limited clarity and confidence
	The branding presentation expresses its ideas with good clarity and confidence
	The branding presentation expresses its ideas with excellent clarity and confidence

	Creativity:  Does the branding offer unique ideas and solutions?

	The branding does not offer unique ideas and solutions
	The branding offers unique, creative solutions to a limited extent
	The branding offers some unique, creative solutions
	The branding offers a wide range of unique, creative solutions

	Self-Directed Learning:  Does the branding demonstrate ability to acquire knowledge or skills as needed?

	The branding does not demonstrate ability to acquire knowledge or skills as needed
	The branding demonstrates ability to acquire knowledge or skills to a limited extent
	The branding demonstrates ability to acquire knowledge or skills well
	The branding demonstrates ability to acquire knowledge or skills excellently


Quick Extension Project:  “The Dionne Quints Remake”:


In your small group, do a quick search of popular films made during the 1930s.  There will be lots you’ve seen, and some you’ve only heard of.

Decide your “favourite 1930s film” as a group.  Justify and be ready to share your rationale with the class as a whole.  This rationale should only be a sentence or two, so precision is vital.
Then, your group will answer the following question in a maximum of one-paragraph.  Again, precision will be very important:  “how would your film have been different if it had starred the Dionne Quintuplets?”
