A National Anthem at Last!
There is a strong connection between a nation’s identity and its symbols.  In a large and culturally diverse country such as Canada, national symbols can remind us of our unity and distinct identity.  During the 1960s and 1970s, there was a drive in Canada to strengthen our sense of identity through these symbols.
In 1965, Canada had raised a new national flag with the red maple leaf.  There was no trace in this flag of the British Union Jack.  The flag signaled that Canada was shedding its colonial past and establishing a distinct identity of its own.  The maple leaf, as a symbol, reflected a unique part of the Canadian landscape.  Officials hoped it could be acceptable to Quebec and people in the rest of the country.
But oddly enough, Canada had no official anthem until July 1st, 1980.  On that date, Parliament adopted O Canada as the country’s national anthem.  The song had first been performed 100 years earlier, on June 24th, 1880, at an official function in Quebec City during the St. Jean-Baptiste Day celebrations.  Calixa Lavallee, a Quebec musician who had been written in 1897 by Alexander Muir, a Scottish immigrant.  It was meant to celebrate Confederation and heralded events such as the British conquest of Quebec in 1759 and battles during the war of 1812.  Though popular, like God Save The King, it did not recognize French Canadians or the other diverse peoples who were part of Canada.
By 1942, Canada was involved in WWII, and many people thought one of these songs should be officially proclaimed the national anthem.  When Prime Minster Mackenzie King was asked, he replied that he did not think the time was right.
There the matter rested until 1967, when the government tried to have O Canada declared the national anthem in time for the opening of Expo 67.  Problems arose with the copyright to the lyrics.  Nothing more was done until 1980, when Governor-General Edward Schreyer proclaimed the Act Respecting the National Anthem of Canada.  This act made O Canada an official symbol of the country.
1. When was O Canada first performed?
2. What was lacking in anthems such as God Save the King and The Maple Leaf Forever?
3. Why did Prime Minister King not proclaim a new national anthem during WWII?
4. Why was the anthem not declared prior to Expo 67?
5. When did O Canada officially become the Canadian National anthem?

