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e What is Happening in the Photo.

WWII:  The War Measures Act is Invoked Again:

As WWII began, there were around 21,000 Canadians of Japanese ancestry living in British Columbia.  Seventy-five percent of these were Canadian citizens.  

The December 7th, 1941 attack by the Japanese against Pearl Harbor lead many people in British Columbia, including local politicians and business leaders, to call for the internment of Japanese people living in Canada.  It was feared that some were spies and that, in the role of fisherman, they were working for the Japanese navy.  Although there was a lack of proof of this, Prime Minister Mackenzie King decided to intern Japanese Canadians.  

On February 24, 1942 an Order-in-Council passed under the War Measures Act gave the Federal Government the power to intern all people of Japanese racial origin.  A 160 km wide strip up the Pacific coast was created, and men of Japanese origin between the ages of 18 and 45 were removed and taken to road camps in the British Columbian interior or farming projects on the Praries.   The Federal Government also deported able-bodied Japanese Canadian labourers to camps near fields and orchards, such as the Okanagan Valley in British Columbia.  The Japanese Canadian labourers were used as a solution to a shortage of farm workers.

In the camps, detainees were often placed in stables or barns.  There was no privacy and conditions were very unsanitary.  Conditions in the camps were so deplorable that the Red Cross sent food shipments to them.

In 1943, Prime Minister King issued a ruling that all property belonging to Japanese Canadians would be removed from them.  The Custodian of Aliens liquidated all possessions.  Items auctioned ranged from farm land to homes to clothing to fishing boats to bank deposits. 

By April 1945, with the war over, Japanese Canadians were offered relocation to Ontario or deportation to Japan.  Many moved to Toronto.  However, 3,964 Japanese Canadians were deported to Japan in May 1946.

In 1983, the National Association of Japanese Canadians issued a campaign seeking an apology from the Federal government, financial compensation, and the abolition of the War Measures Act.  To assist with their case, the NAJC hired world-renowned accounting firm Price Waterhouse to examine records and determine a financial total for the damages done to Japanese Canadians during WWII.  The firm’s figure was $433 million dollars.

On September 22, 1988, Prime Minister Brian Mulroney gave a formal apology and the Canadian government announced a compensation package.  The package for interned Japanese Canadians included $21,000 to all surviving internees, and the re-instatement of Canadian citizenship to those who were deported to Japan.  The agreement also awarded $12 million to the NAJC to promote human rights and support the community, and $24 million for the establishment of the Canadian Race Relations Foundation to push for the elimination of racism. 

One of the families interned in BC was the Susuzi family.  In June 1942, the government sold the Suzuki family's dry-cleaning business, then interned David, his mother, and two sisters in a camp at Slocan in the His father had been sent to a different labour camp in two months earlier. Suzuki's sister, Jenny, was born in the internment camp in Slocan
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uzuki's family, like other Japanese Canadian families, was forced to move east.  The Suzukis eventually moved to London, Ontario.  Suzuki attended London Central Secondary School, eventually winning the election to become Students' Council President in his last year there by more votes than all of the other candidates combined.

David Suzuki

