The Responsible Citizen:

Focus Question:  How do you define a responsible citizen?

So far, we have examined a few ways in which decisions can be made in a society and discussed civic conflict. What is the role of the citizen in society? Who exactly is a citizen? A dictionary definition states that a citizen is an inhabitant of a city or country.  There are, however, many sides to the meaning of citizenship. How we define “citizen” depends on our point of view.
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© Check Your Understanding

Examine the viewpoints on the right that illustrate some of the

‘many meanings of citizenship.

1. Why are there so many variations of the term “citizen”?

2. What are the qualities of a “responsible” citizen in terms of
‘what that person knows, does, or thinks?

3. Assess the people on the right in terms of the qualities
You have developed. What additional questions would you
ask them?

4. What do you think has influenced their definition of citizen?
5. Write a quotation that summarizes your definition of a citizen.
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“I was bom here. I'm a
Canadian citizen

| devote my fime and energies
to helping homeless people:
Politics seems not as important.
as these realife problems tha |
can help solve directly”

“My supreme leader is God. |
follow religious leaders and laws,
not secular ones”

“My responsibilty s to the world
as a whole.  ive in Canada, but |
care about environmental issues
worldvwide. Every person must
be responsile for caring for
ourworld”

“This s a great country. We have
a democatic govemmen,
freedom, a high standard of
Iiing, good health care, and great
natural beauty. fm proud to be
a Canadian”

“fm interested in what is
happening back in my homeland.
I became a ciizen of Canada for
beter opportunities for my family
and me”

“lam Cree. We had a nation long
before Canada existed as one”
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