ENGLAND IN THE 17th CENTURY:

INTRODUCTION:

Unlike other European monarchs, English Queens and Kings had limits on their power. They had to respect the Magna Carta – that rulers could not simply do as they wished (The Magna Carta or the “Great Charter” recognized and spelled out the rights of lords, clergy and freemen and instituted the concept of “rule of law” King John and all subsequent rulers would be subject to the law and no ruler could arbitrarily impose restrictions on the people – The right to habeas corpus – any person held or imprisoned without an explanation was entitled to appear in front of the courts- He or she would be released if the detention was unlawful or tried by his or her equals if it was lawful Although subject to law, the king, nobility and the clergy had far more lawmaking power than the people. This was seen as unsatisfactory by most and when John’s son Henry III faced a revolt by barons, representatives were called together from all parts of England forming the first Parliament (the word “parliament” comes from the French “parlement”, meaning “talking together”).  These English rulers had to deal with parliament.  By the 17th century, England was governed by a constitutional monarchy – Parliament ruled over the crown.

The monarchs during the Tudor Dynasty - Henry VIII and his daughter Queen Elizabeth I - often appealed to parliament for help.  Henry’s problems attaining a divorce with Catharine of Aragon (1529) and Elizabeth’s issues over war and religion (she tried to combat the rise in Puritanism) appealed to Parliament for support or for tax increases. Both Henry and Elizabeth kept their rule and Parliament within balance.  Sometimes these monarchs disagreed with Parliament.  In 1603, Elizabeth died, leaving no direct heir.  The English throne past to the Stuarts – the ruling family of Scotland.  James was the son of Mary Queen of Scots and Elizabeth was his cousin (descended from Henry VII's daughter Margaret, had been King of Scotland for 36 years when he became King of England). When James VI of Scotland traveled to London to be crowned James I of England (1603), he knew little of English politics.

Parliament in England was made up of two houses – The House of Lords, and the House of Commons.  Nobles served for life in the House of Lords, and members of the HOC were elected.  Most representatives in the HOC were wealthy landowners called gentry.  Many gentry bought monastery lands that Henry VIII had seized from the Catholic Church and sold.  The gentry raised sheep for wool, which helped build a prosperous textile industry.  The growth of the merchant class in England also had representatives in the HOC.

Monarchs usually had more power than the English parliament.  Monarchs named officials and judges, summoned and dismissed parliament, and conducted foreign policy.
The English monarchs during the 17th century and their actions subsequently strengthened Parliament and entrenched the role of parliament for the future centuries to come.

JAMES I “THE WISEST FOOL IN CHRISTENDOM” (1603-1625)

The first monarch to anger Parliament was James I.  James I and parliament quarreled over three matters: religion, money and foreign policy.

A major religious issue involved the Puritans who wanted to purify the Anglican Church of their Catholic rituals and ceremonies.  They also demanded that local congregations be allowed to rule themselves rather than be ruled by bishops and archbishops appointed by the King.  Among the puritans were many powerful merchants, some of whom served as members of parliament. The HOC sympathized with the Puritan’s demands.  However, the king refused to make any changes in church organization. Elizabeth I had tolerated Puritans but James I vowed to “harry them out of the land.”  His persecution of Puritans forced some of them to leave England.  

James himself was fairly tolerant in terms of religious faith, but the Gunpowder Plot (an attempt by Guy Fawkes and other Roman Catholic conspirators to blow up the Houses of Parliament) in 1605 resulted in the reimposition of strict penalties on Roman Catholics.

James constantly needed money.  The financial problems he inherited (England owed many debts to bankers for its wars against Catholic Spain) and his lavish spending (especially on his court where he gave generous gifts to his friends) put a financial strain on the monarch.  He wanted parliament to offset this economic problem by increasing taxes of one million pounds.  Parliament responded by granting an increase of only 200,000 pounds. King James was frustrated by this amount, and so he tried to earn money by other means: First, he renewed long forgotten dues that people had been required to pay the Crown for their children to marry and this made many common citizens upset. He also sold titles (baron, earl and duke) that upset some nobles.  He also increased custom duties, which went directly to the crown.  He also made a plan to force people to lend money to the Crown or face a fine.

Parliament also criticized King James foreign policy. He made peace with Spain and even tried to arrange a marriage between his son Charles and a Spanish princess.  Others also were mad at him for not helping the Protestants enough during the wars of religion in Europe.

James also did some interesting scholarly work.  He supervised a new translation of the Bible – The King James version.  He also wrote the book entitled The True Law of Free Monarchies and in it, he presented his belief that kings ruled by divine right. “Kings are called gods” he declared “because the sit upon God’s Throne on Earth”.  He also argued that Kings should have no restraint on power so that he could rule for the good of all his people.  James often angrily lectured Parliament on the divine right of kings and sent the representatives home.  He was also fascinated with witches and wrote a book entitles “Demonology”.

CHARLES I “AN UNLUCKY CAT” (1625-1649)

James son Charles inherited the throne in 1625.  Charles, like his father, believed in the divine right of kings.  When parliament refused to give him money, he dismissed it and demanded loans from individual people. He would imprison anyone who refused to pay the forced loans. 

He spent a lot on the arts, inviting the artists Van Dyck and Rubens to work in England, and buying a great collection of paintings by Raphael and Titian (this collection was later dispersed under Cromwell). Charles I also instituted the post of Master of the King's Music, involving supervision of the King's large band of musicians; the post survives today.  His expenditure on his court and his picture collection greatly increased the crown's debts. Indeed, crippling lack of money was a key problem for both the early Stuart monarchs.

Charles found himself ever more in disagreement on religious and financial matters with many leading citizens. Having broken an engagement to the Spanish infanta (daughter of the king), he had married a Roman Catholic, Henrietta Maria of France, and this only made matters worse. Although Charles had promised Parliament in 1624 that there would be no advantages for recusants (people refusing to attend Church of England services), were he to marry a Roman Catholic bride, the French insisted on a commitment to remove all disabilities upon Roman Catholic subjects. Charles's lack of scruple was shown by the fact that this commitment was secretly added to the marriage treaty, despite his promise to Parliament.

In 1628, he summoned Parliament because he was getting desperate for cash again.  Parliament refused unless he would sign the Petition of Right.  In the petition, Charles promised not to collect forced loans or levy taxes without the consent of Parliament.  He also agreed to not imprison a person without cause or to house soldiers in private homes without the owner’s consent.  Parliament hoped to control their monarch and end his arbitrary actions.

Once Parliament approved the funds, Charles then dissolved Parliament.  For the next 11 years, he suspended parliament (referred to as the Eleven Years of Tyranny 1629-1940). He also ignored the Petition of Right and returned the policies of James I.  During the 1630s, Charles made lots of enemies through his actions.  First, he appointed unpopular officials such as William Laud to be Archbishop of Canterbury.  Laud persecuted Puritans as dissenters since they would not accept Anglican practices.  Charles also used special courts such as the Court of High Commission and Court of Star Chamber to silence opposition.  These courts did not have to follow common law or use juries.  A revolt in Scotland finally made matters worse.  In 1638, Charles tried to impose the Anglican Church on Scotland, where the official religion was Presbyterian. The Scots resisted and invaded England.

Since Charles needed more cash because of the invasion, he summons Parliament to meet in 1640.  These angry parliamentarians demanded a trial of Charles’ chief ministers, Archbishop Laud and the Earl of Strafford for abusing their power. Both men were found guilty and executed.  Parliament abolished the Court of High Commission and the Court of Star Chamber. It also passed a law that stated that the King had to call Parliament once every three years (Triennial Act of 1641).  The MPs eventually grew more hatred towards their king and even pushed through a bill condemning Charles as a tyrant.

After two years of continuous conflict with parliament, Charles had enough and stormed parliament with fifteen hundred horsemen in an attempt to arrest his major opponents in the HOC.  Most of the members of parliament escaped through windows and then gathered support for the future civil war.

THE ENGLISH CIVIL WAR (1643-1649)

From 1642-1649 Royalists (supporters of the monarchy) and Roundheads (supporters of Parliament) battled for control of the government.  People of all classes fought on both sides.  In general, nobles and people in rural areas (especially in northwestern England) rallied to the king’s side.  The king’s supporters were called Cavaliers because the aristocratic leaders were mounted horsemen, or cavalry.

Parliament recruited its troops mostly from the middle class, especially from towns in Southeastern England.  Many Puritans fought for Parliament. Supporters of Roundheads were called this name because they cut their hair close to their heads to show that they rejected the aristocratic style of long hair.

Finally, on 22 August 1642 at Nottingham, Charles raised the Royal Standard calling for loyal subjects to support him (Oxford was to be the King's capital during the war). The Civil War, what Sir William Waller (a Parliamentary general and moderate) called 'this war without an enemy', had begun. 

The Battle of Edgehill in October 1642 showed that early on the fighting was even. Broadly speaking, Charles retained the north, west and south-west of the country, and Parliament had London, East Anglia and the south-east, although there were pockets of resistance everywhere, ranging from solitary garrisons to whole cities. In 1645, Oliver Cromwell, a strong-minded Puritan officer, reorganized Parliament’s army as the New Model Army.  Under his energetic leadership, the New Model Army became a well-disciplined force.  (In several battles, it defeated the Cavaliers and in 1646 captured Charles I.)

However, the Navy sided with Parliament (which made continental aid difficult), and Charles lacked the resources to hire substantial mercenary help. 

Parliament had entered an armed alliance with the predominant Scottish Presbyterian group under the Solemn League and Covenant of 1643, and from 1644 onwards Parliament's armies gained the upper hand - particularly with the improved training and discipline of the New Model Army. 

The Self-Denying Ordinance was passed to exclude Members of Parliament from holding army commands, thereby getting rid of vacillating or incompetent earlier Parliamentary generals. Under strong generals like Sir Thomas Fairfax and Oliver Cromwell, Parliament won victories at Marston Moor (1644) and Naseby (1645). 

The capture of the King's secret correspondence after Naseby showed the extent to which he had been seeking help from Ireland and from the Continent, which alienated many moderate supporters.  In May 1646, Charles placed himself in the hands of the Scottish Army (who handed him to the English Parliament after nine months in return for arrears of payment - the Scots had failed to win Charles's support for establishing Presbyterianism in England). 

Charles did not see his action as surrender, but as an opportunity to regain lost ground by playing one group off against another; he saw the monarchy as the source of stability and told parliamentary commanders 'you cannot be without me: you will fall to ruin if I do not sustain you'. 

In Scotland and Ireland, factions were arguing, whilst in England there were signs of division in Parliament between the Presbyterians and the Independents, with alienation from the Army (where radical doctrines such as that of the Levellers were threatening commanders' authority). 

Charles's negotiations continued from his captivity at Carisbrooke Castle on the Isle of Wight (to which he had 'escaped' from Hampton Court in November 1647) and led to the Engagement with the Scots, under which the Scots would provide an army for Charles in exchange for the imposition of the Covenant on England. 

This led to the second Civil War of 1648, which ended with Cromwell's victory at Preston in August.The Army, concluding that permanent peace was impossible whilst Charles lived, decided that the King must be put on trial and executed. In December, Parliament was purged, leaving a small rump totally dependent on the Army, and the Rump Parliament established a High Court of Justice in the first week of January 1649. 

On 20 January, Charles was charged with high treason 'against the realm of England'. Charles refused to plead, saying that he did not recognize the legality of the High Court (it had been established by a Commons purged of dissent, and without the House of Lords - nor had the Commons ever acted as a judicature). 
Charles I of England owned a black cat. He loved the cat so much so that he had guards protecting the cat 24 hours a day, until one day the cat fell in & died. Charles I was heard to proclaim, "Alas my luck is gone." 

The King was sentenced to death on 27 January, the day after his black cat died. Three days later, Charles was beheaded on a scaffold outside the Banqueting House in Whitehall, London. 
The King asked for warm clothing before his execution: 'the season is so sharp as probably may make me shake, which some observers may imagine proceeds from fear. I would have no such imputation.' 

On the scaffold, he repeated his case: 'I must tell you that the liberty and freedom [of the people] consists in having of Government, those laws by which their life and their goods may be most their own. It is not for having share in Government, Sir, that is nothing pertaining to them. A subject and a sovereign are clean different things. If I would have given way to an arbitrary way, for to have all laws changed according to the Power of the Sword, I needed not to have come here, and therefore I tell you ... that I am the martyr of the people.' 

His final words were 'I go from a corruptible to an incorruptible Crown, where no disturbance can be.'   The King was buried on 9 February at Windsor, rather than Westminster Abbey, to avoid public disorder. To avoid the automatic succession of Charles I's son Charles, an Act was passed on 30 January forbidding the proclaiming of another monarch. On 7 February 1649, the office of King was formally abolished. 

The Civil Wars were essentially confrontations between the monarchy and Parliament over the definitions of the powers of the monarchy and Parliament's authority. 

The HOC then abolished the monarchy and the House of Lords and proclaimed England a parliamentary republic from 1649-1658.   Oliver Cromwell (1599-1658) led the English Republic which was later known as the Commonwealth. The government was pretty much the same except for the absence of a king. Parliament was still divided over issues of control over the army and religious tolerance. He supported religious tolerance for all Protestants but not for Catholics.  There were some reformers with extreme ideas such John Lilburne who led a group called the Levellers, who demanded that titles of nobility be abolished.  They also believed that all English men should have the right to vote, a startling idea at time when only a small number of property owners could vote.
Parliament got so divided that Cromwell had to dissolve it by 1654. 

Oliver Cromwell was offered the crown but refused. He instead took the title Lord Protector and ruled England as a dictator until he died in 1658.  Cromwell’s army imposed strict Puritan rule.  They closed theatres, banned newspapers and dancing and enforced laws that forbade dueling, swearing, and such “vain and profane” activities as taking a walk on the Sabbath. Cromwell also wanted to bring Ireland and Scotland under tighter English control.  He crushed the Scots and bashed Catholic rebels in Ireland where he encouraged Protestants to settle Ireland replacing Catholic landlords (same as what Elizabeth I and Henry VIII did with Catholics in Ireland)

After Cromwell’s death and recent resent unpopular support, Parliament met and decided to ask Charles I’s son – Charles – to leave France and to return to England and be crowned Charles II in 1660.

CHARLES II – THE RESTORATION

Charles II lived in the French court of Louis XIV and so he understood the role of an absolute monarch.  However, he also remembered what happened to his father, and that the circumstances in England differed with the environment around the French court.

Although those who had signed Charles I's death warrant were punished (nine regicides were put to death, and Cromwell's body was exhumed from Westminster Abbey and buried in a common pit), Charles II pursued a policy of political tolerance and power-sharing. In April 1660, fresh elections had been held and a Convention met with the House of Lords. Parliament invited Charles to return, and he arrived at Dover on 25 May.

Charles agreed to respect the Magna Carta, and the Petition of Right. He dealt cautiously with Parliament and generally had its support.  The MPs often looked after their own personal needs and as many were landlords, they then passed laws abolishing the feudal dues that landowners paid to the king. In place of the feudal dues, Parliament granted the king income from taxes (In England, unlike other parts of Europe, nobles as well as commoners paid taxes).  

Despite the bitterness left from the Civil Wars and Charles I's execution, there were few detailed negotiations over the conditions of Charles II's restoration to the throne. 

Under the Declaration of Breda of May 1660, Charles had promised pardons, arrears of Army pay, confirmation of land purchases during the Interregnum and 'liberty of tender consciences' in religious matters, but several issues remained unresolved. 

However, the Militia Act of 1661 vested control of the armed forces in the Crown, and Parliament agreed to an annual revenue of £1,200,000 (a persistent deficit of £400,000-500,000 remained, leading to difficulties for Charles in his foreign policy). 

The bishops were restored to their seats in the House of Lords, and the Triennial Act of 1641 was repealed - there was no mechanism for enforcing the King's obligation to call Parliament at least once every three years. 

Under the 1660 Act of Indemnity and Oblivion, only the lands of the Crown and the Church were automatically resumed; the lands of Royalists and other dissenters which had been confiscated and/or sold on were left for private negotiation or litigation. 

Charles II secretly preferred the Catholic Church to the Anglican Church, but he knew Parliament would not accept a return to Catholicism.  Thus he urged the toleration of all religions. This met with some challenges. In 1673, parliament past the Test Act, which required any person holding public office to belong to the Anglican Church.  The Test Act also excluded Catholics and Protestant dissenters from the army, the navy, and universities.

In foreign policy, Charles cooperated with France.  He made a secret treaty with Louis XIV in part because he need money.  In return of Louis XIV’s financial support, Charles pledged to restore Catholicism in England as soon as possible.  He also agreed to join France in a war against the Dutch. Under Charles, the English seized the Dutch colony of New Amsterdam in North America (New York City).

Two political parties emerged in England during Charles II’s reign: The Tories and the Whigs (Horse Thieves and Outlaws).  The Tories generally support the King and the Anglican Church and the Whigs wanted to strengthen Parliament and the toleration of Protestants. Whigs were fiercely anti-Catholics, and they were worried because Charles did not produce any heirs yet, and that could mean that his brother James – publicly admitted Catholic – could take the throne.  The Whigs tried to past the Exclusion Act which would of  barred James from becoming king. In 1679, the Tories defeated the Exclusion Act, but only by accepting another law – The Habeas Corpus Act.  The Habeas Corpus Act is still considered one of the most basic guarantees of individual rights because it protects a person from arbitrary arrest.  The act provided that if a person were arrested, a judge would issue a “writ of habeas corpus”. The writ was an order to bring the prisoner before a judge and to state the charges against the person.  The judge would then decide whether or not the person should be held for trial.   The Act also made it illegal to hold someone in prison without a trial.  It also said that a person could not be imprisoned twice for the same crime. 

JAMES II and the GLORIUS REVOLUTION

In 1685, James II inherited the throne. He made it known that he intended to restore the Roman Catholic faith.  Ignoring the Test Act, James placed Catholics in high government positions and in the army.  Parliament protested, but did not make it a big deal since his daughters were Protestant.  Then in 1688, James’ second wife – a Catholic Mary of Modena – gave birth to a son who became heir to the throne.

Parliament was now unnerved. The HOC invited James’ oldest daughter Mary and her new husband Prince William of Orange, who was ruler of the Dutch Netherlands to take the English throne.  William entered England at the head of 15000 troops and James fled to Europe without offering any resistance. Not one single shot was fired.
William and Mary agreed to become joint rulers of England (1689-1702). 
In 1689, Parliament had the new monarchs sign the Bill of Rights to ensure its power and protect English liberties, such as:

· Asserting subjects' right to petition the monarch, and to bear arms in defence. It also sets out – or, in the view of its drafters, restates – certain constitutional requirements of the Crown to seek the consent of the people, as represented in parliament. Freedom from royal interference with the law. Though the sovereign remains the fount of justice, he or she cannot unilaterally establish new courts or act as a judge.
·  Freedom from taxation by Royal Prerogative. The agreement of parliament became necessary for the implementation of any new taxes; Freedom to petition the monarch; 
· Freedom from the standing army during a time of peace. The agreement of parliament became necessary before the army could be moved against the populace when not at war;
· Freedom for Protestants to bear arms for their own defence, as suitable to their class and as allowed by law; Freedom to elect members of parliament without interference from the sovereign;  
· Freedom of speech in parliament. This means that the proceedings of parliament can not be questioned in a court of law or any other body outside of parliament itself; this forms the basis of modern parliamentary privilege; 
· Freedom from cruel and unusual punishment, as well as excessive bail; Freedom from fine and forfeiture without a trial). 
The signing of the act signaled the end of the bloodless revolution that the English call the Glorious Revolution. This Act is still in effect to this day!!
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James I (1603-1625) by Paul Van Somer                    Charles I (1625-1649) in three positions - multiple 

1576-1621/2                                                                 portrait by Sir Anthony Van Dyck (1599-1641)
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Charles II (1660-85) in Coronation                      James II (1685-88) by Sir Peter Lely (1618-1690)
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Portrait of William III by Sir Godfrey Kneller                Detail of a portrait of Mary II by Sir Godfrey 
(1646?-1723)                                                                    Kneller (1646?-1723). Mary died of smallpox in 
                                                                                          1694, aged 32 and childless
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