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Who is he?

An African American leader and prominent figure in the Nation of Islam

who articulated concepts of race pride and black nationalism in the early 

1960s.



Personal Life



May 19, 1925 Sep 28, 1931

Earl Little (father) 
fatally struck by 

streetcar.

1939

Drops out of school 
after 8th grade

Jan 12, 1946 1952

Born in Omaha 
Nebraska, 

United States

Arrested for 
burglary

Changes his last 
name to “X” 



Aug 7, 1952 Feb 1964-65

Nation of Islam 
threatens Malcolm

March 8, 

1964

Ends ties with the 
Nation of Islam

Feb 14, 1965 1952

Paroled and 
released from 

prison

Malcolm’s house 
is firebombed

Assassinated in 
Manhattan's 

Audubon Ballroom



How it shaped his views and thinking.

1. His conversion to Islam

2. Being an activist

3. The changement of his last name from Little to X

4. Making pilgrimage to Mecca



Significance



Impact

- Malcolm X made a significant impact in the black rights movement 

- He spread his opinion around newspapers, radios and television, to deliver the message of 

the Nation of Islam. 

- Malcolm X used his powerful voice of the Black Muslim faith to challenge the mainstream 

civil rights movement and to enforce African American rights.

- Malcolm shared his beliefs with the world and it had inspired many.



Responses

African Americans

Malcolm X has been described as one of the greatest and most influential African Americans in history. He is 

credited with raising the self-esteem of black Americans and reconnecting them with their African heritage.

Some think otherwise

White Americans

White Americans, for the most part, were frightened of some of the statements and beliefs that Malcolm X 

articulated.  

The Nation of Islam

After his suspension from the Nation of Islam—it created jealousy and rivalry within the organisation.



Achievements

- Named minister at the NOI’s Boston mosque, Temple No. 11, Temple No. 12 (Philadelphia) 

and Temple No. 7 (New York).

- Was invited to participate in numerous debates, including forums on radio stations and 

universities 

- New York Times reported that Malcolm X was the second most sought after speaker in the 

United States.

- Malcolm lead the Unity Rally in Harlem. It was one of the nation's largest civil rights events.

- Malcolm’s autobiography was published in November 1965.



Complexity



Complexity

Modern Lens
- Extremist

- Great Activist fighting for his people’s rights

Poorly regarded in modern times
- Many say he’s not a “hero”, that he supported “genocide”, and portrayed “hate & 

fear”

Still admired
- Many admired his beliefs and how he stood up for what is right

- His transition

- How “he’s a strong fearless black man”



Legacy



Monument

The Malcolm X and Dr. Betty Shabazz Memorial 

and Educational Center is located in the Audubon 

Ballroom where Malcolm X was assassinated in 

1965.



Legacy

It is acceptable, but to some it is not.

“We're asking for the removal of Martin Luther King and Malcolm X monument Across the Nation it is offensive it is 

racist and should not be in this country”

“This is a petition to have the removal of Martin Luther King and Malcolm X monument Across the Nation they 

are trying to erase our history so it should only be right that we remove their history if they want to remove all of 

our history then why shouldn't there be removed as well then maybe they'll understand”



Conclusion



Thank you
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