August 1939:  Anglo-Soviet Talks Fail
Mnemonic Device:  SCAB

Suspicion:
Chamberlain didn’t trust Stalin, because he was both a Communist and a dictator.  Stalin didn’t trust the British because he thought that they wanted to trick him into a war with Germany.  Poland didn’t trust the USSR.

Choice:
If Stalin allied with Britain, he would end up fighting in Poland on Britain’s behalf; Hitler was promising half of Poland for doing nothing.

Appeasement:
Stalin didn’t think that Britain would honour its promise to Poland.  He thought that he would be left fighting Hitler alone.

Britain Delayed
August 1939 – Britain sent an official to the USSR by boat, which was too slow.  The official was an admiral, and was not important enough to amek major decisions.

Why a Nazi Soviet-Pact?

Mnemonic Device:  THUG

In August 1939, the USSR signed an agreement with Germany.

Time to Prepare for War – it gave Russia eighteen months to make military preparations

Hope to Gain – Stalin hoped that Germany, Britain, and France would wear themselves out in a long war

Unhappy with Britain – Stalin turned to Germany with Britain was too slow

Germany’s Motives – Hitler thought that the Pact would make Britain back down over Poland

