Intro:  The Cuban Missile Crisis:
· Prior to Fidel Castro’s assumption of power in 1959, Americans owned 90% of Cuba’s mineral wealth, 80% of its utilities, and 40% of its sugar cane fields

· Prior to Castro’s arrival Cuba was ruled by a dictator named Fulgencio Batista, who was very corrupt

· Castro promised free elections in Cuba, but they never came; all opposition to Castro was silenced
· Castro worked quickly to nationalize Cuba’s business and to rid it of foreign control; around one billion dollars in foreign owned property was seized by the government

· Under Castro, Cuba became a socialist state, which created public education, housing and health care

· However, Cuba now found itself at odds with the USA; US President Eisenhower enacted a trade embargo with Cuba:  no goods were to be exported to or imported from Cuba
· Castro’s Cuba needed economic and political support, and he was able to find it in the USSR
· Cuba was able to sell sugar to the USSR and purchase equipment from them; USSR was able to send troops and military weapons to an area very close to the USA

· 17 April 1961:  Bay of Pigs Invasion:

· USA trains and sends 1500 Cuban exiles to the island on a mission to overthrow Castro; the mission is a disaster and the exiles are captured quickly by the Cuban military

· US President JFK is embarrassed by the failure of the mission, which serves to strengthen Cuban ties to the USSR

· From August to October 1962, the US learns that the USSR is building missiles sites on Cuba that would allow it to launch nuclear weapons at the USA

The Cuban Missile Crisis:  Continued:
· JFK orders a naval blockade of Cuba; no ships were allowed into or out of Cuban ports

· USSR called the American reaction “a crude form of blackmail”

· Tensions are very high, and each nation appears ready to begin war, ultimately nuclear war, against the other

· It is essential to note that, in reality, the Soviet missile sites were not ready, and the majority of Soviet troops were far away from Cuba

· As these actions were taking place, JFK’s brother, US Attorney General Robert Kennedy, was meeting with the Soviet ambassador to America

· On October 27th, 1961, an ultimatum was presented to the Soviets:  remove the missiles by the following day or they would be removed by force

· In response to this, Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev negotiated directly with JFK; Khrushchev offers to withdraw his missiles if the US promises not to invade Cuba

· USA accepts the offer; both sides are allowed to maintain appearances, and the conflict ends

· As a consequence of the Cuban Missile Crisis, a “hotline” is established to allow direct communication between the America and Soviet leaders
