
HSP 3M1:  Independent Study Project

This is your chance to become an expert on a social sciences’ topic of your choice.  Over the rest of the semester, you will be working toward producing a social sciences’ report on a selected topic.  The purpose of this report is to examine the history of your topic, how it relates to the social sciences, what is current occurring and what is going to happen in the future.     

POSSIBLE TOPICS 

Gangs





Suicide

Homophobia




Drug and Alcohol Abuse 

Inequality
 



The Decline of the Nuclear Family

Dating





Rights of Passage

Performance Enhancing Drugs in Sports

Changing Views of Body Image

Violence in the Media



Societal Norms, Morays and Folkways

Youth Crime




Total Institutions

Bullying





School Violence

Discrimination 




Prejudice

Racism





Poverty

Music and Culture



Cults

Subcultures




Religion

Terrorism




Popular Culture

Apartheid




Genocide

Schizophrenia




Care for the Mentally Ill

Bipolar Disorder




Obsessive Compulsive Disorder

Bulimia





Anorexia 

Anti-Social Personality Disorder


Multiple Personality Disorder

The Controversy of Evolution  


Nature vs. Nurture Debate

Theories of Learning



Theories of Personality
Note that many of these topics are broad and will require a narrow focus to produce a proper report.

Outline of the FINAL COPY of the ISP Report:

[image: image1.png]



1. Cover Page:

· Include: your topic, name, submission date, course code, and teacher name

· NO PICTURES!

· Must be in proper APA format

2. Table of Contents:

· A listing of all sections must be included

· Title page and table of contents are not to be included in list

· Page numbers are to be typed in the top right-hand corner of your page header

       3.  Introduction:

· One page double spaced

· As the first section, you are to provide an introduction to your topic

· A general definition / description of your chosen topic is to be provided

· A general summary of what is covered in the report, noting each section

             4.  Historical Background:

· One–two pages double spaced noting the historical context of the topic:

· What is the history / beginning of your topic? 
· What has occurred in terms of research? 
· Major events?  Notable people involved?  
· Historical discoveries? 

· This section is an account of what happened regarding the topic in the past

5.  Relation to the Social Sciences:

· One-two pages double spaced

· Analyze the topic from the viewpoint of one of anthropology, psychology, or sociology.  This analysis should define the specific social science chosen and include specific examples from the topic that relate to the given social science:  

· Why would an anthropologist, psychologist, or sociologist be interested in your topic?  What do they study about your topic? 
· How do social scientists study your topic?  What sorts of research methods do they use?
· Finally, find an example of a study that has been conducted, or is currently being conducted, on your chosen topic.  Provide a brief overview of who is involved, methods used, and what has been discovered / hoped to be discovered.

6.  Current Trends:

· One page double spaced

· This section is a discussion of what is happening with the topic at the present time, according to experts in the field:

· How is the topic different then what it was in the past?  
· Outline recent treatments, research, experiments or theories 
· How is the topic changing?

Basically, you are to compare the historical roots of your topic to what is currently occurring today.  

7.  Future Recommendations and Conclusion:

· One to one and-a-half pages double spaced

· This section is a combination of presenting the future direction of the topic and providing a conclusion to the overall social sciences report 

· Consider presenting this section in two parts, as below:

Future
Recommendations:

· Provide the insight and the opinion of professionals in the field of discussion regarding the topic’s potential future.  This section could include future research, possible trends, or a prediction of how the topic will conclude

· Give a personal, third-person opinion on the topic and its possible future destinations.

Conclusion:

· This section, which will end the overall report, will summarize each of the different sections included in this paper.  Make sure to end with a concluding statement / final thought.

8.  Reference List:

· This report must include at least ten legitimate sources.  These sources can be from articles, books, and creditable Internet sites.  

· The reference list is to be done in APA format.  Not using referencing or APA format will lead to a major reduction in marks.

· Direct quotations and paraphrased ideas are to be properly referenced in APA format.

· An APA guide will be given at a future date.  The On Your Own guide also provides APA referencing material.

Independent Study Components:

Step I:  Topic Selection:  Please note that no mark will be assigned for this section

Step II:  Proposal:


Due Date: _____________________

Students will submit a short typed description of their topic that will include: 

· The topic chosen

· The reasons behind this choice

· A comment on how the topic will be refined so it can be explored with precision

· Typed, APA formatted research notes from scholarly web and print sources

Step III:  Research Information:

Due Date: _____________________

Students will submit a typed list of resources and an example of a professional study that they plan on using for their report.  It is expected that all bibliographical information will be in APA format.  This section will include:

· A minimum of ten sources, five of which are print, prepared in APA format

· Attached will be a list describing information that will be gained from each source

· Students will provide a printout or photocopy of a professional study that has been, or is being conducted, that relates to their topic

Step IV:  Final Report:


Due Date: ______________________

The final report will fulfill the following requirements:

· Editing – The report has been edited, spell checked and is completely double spaced.

· Length - All required sections must be included.  The length of your report should be approximately 8 - 12 pages.  

· Resources – Minimum of ten resources, cited in proper APA style.

· Format – The report must be typed (font 12), Times New Roman font, double spaced, prefaced with a cover page and have a table of contents.

· Rough Work – All past evaluated components are to be submitted with the final product

KEYS TO SUCCESS ON THIS MAJOR ASSIGNMENT

· When in doubt, reference.  This is a report so it is expected of you to use other individual’s ideas.  Use of expert opinions, statistics and studies on your topic is highly recommended and will lead to high marks.  But, note that APA formatting must be used

· Make sure your report has a “Canadian” focus.  Do not fall into the trap of listing statistics from the USA and assuming they relate to Canada.  Attempt to use Canadian statistics whenever possible

· Edit all your work! Have at least two other people edit your different components before you hand them in.  Spelling and grammar will be carefully evaluated, and marks will be removed for lack of attention to sentence structure. 

· All assignments that are not referenced or do not have a reference sheet will be treated as plagiarism and a serious loss of marks (or mark of zero) will occur.
Marking Schemes and Rubrics:
Step II:  ISP Proposal





Topic provided:





0
1

Reasons for choosing topic:



0
1

Relation to a social science



0
1
2

Scope of paper:





0
1
2


Professional Internet source (in APA format)

0
1
2


Ten reputable sources (in APA format)


0
1
2










Total:               /10

Step III:  Research Information:

	
	Level One
	Level Two
	Level Three
	Level Four

	Knowledge:  The research clear and correct?
	Research is not clear or correct
	Research has limited clarity and correctness


	Research is clear and correct
	Research is very clear and correct



	Thinking:  The arguments are logical and insightful


	The arguments are not logical or insightful
	The arguments are slightly logical and insightful
	The arguments are logical and insightful
	The arguments are very logical and insightful

	Inquiry:  Sources are legitimate and correctly cited
	Sources are neither legitimate nor correctly cited


	Sources are somewhat legitimate and correctly cited
	Sources are legitimate and correctly cited
	Sources are above expectations and correctly cited


Final Copy Evaluation:  15% of Overall Grade

Cover Page:


· APA Format







0
1

· Required Components (topic, name, date, course code, teacher) 
0
1

Table of Contents

· APA Format







0
1

· Title page and table of contents not included in list


0
1

· All components of paper included




0   
1     

Introduction

· Definition / description of topic provided

0
1

· General summary of each section of report    
0
1
2
3
4

· Concluding sentence to introduction

0
1

· Spelling and Grammar



0
1
2
3

· Use of APA referencing



0
1

Historical Background 



· History / beginnings of topic



0
1
2

· Past / historical research



0
1
2

· Major events in historical past



0
1
2

· Founders / past famous individuals


0
1
2

· Historical roots in Canada



0
1
2

Spelling / Grammar:




1
2
3
4
5    

Three Social Sciences 




· Definition of chosen Social Science


0
1
2

· Specific examples of topic relating to social science
0
1
2

· Why social scientist is interested in topic


0
1
2

· How topic is studied (methods)



0
1
2

Example of social sciences study



0
1
2    

Overview of Study 








· Reason for study





0
1

· Individuals involved





0
1

· Methods






0
1

· What has been discovered




0
1

· How it relates to your topic




0
1

Spelling / Grammar:




1
2
3
4
5    

Current Trends 

· How is topic different from past



0
1
2

· Current treatments / studies



0
1
2

· Present day researchers



0
1
2

· Major Current events associated with topic

0
1
2

· Emerging trends within topic

                    
0
1
2

Spelling / Grammar:




1
2
3
4
5    

Future Recommendations / Conclusion 

· Opinion of experts (specific individual(s) referenced)
0
1
2  

· Future research areas (referenced)


0
1
2

· Future predictions on trends (referenced)

0
1
2

· How topic can be solved (referenced)


0
1
2

· Personal opinion on topic destinations


0
1
2

Conclusion with summary different sections 

0
1
2
3
4

Concluding statement / final thought


0
1

Reference List / APA Formatting

· Are there a proper number of sources in proper APA format in the “Works Cited”?

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
· Is proper APA citation used in the BODY of the paper?
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10







TOTAL:                        /100 marks

