
Balancing Freedom and Safety:  What Would You Do?

Imagine the Following Situation:

You are the democratically elected leader of your community.  Your community is about to be invaded by a powerful military force.  You community has a military force of its own, but you are keenly aware of the potential costs of waging a war on your home soil, surrounded by your own civilians, farms, means of production, and cultural artefacts. 

After weighing the costs, you have made a decision.  Will you fight inside your boarders to maintain freedom, in spite of the great costs, or will you surrender your nation in the hopes of keeping your civilians safe and, possibly, planning a revolution at a later date?

Belgium During WWII:

Immediately after the Nazis invaded Poland in early September 1939, the Belgian government announced its neutrality. On November 7, 1939, the King of Belgium, Leopold III, made a public appeal, calling on all those who favoured combat to accept mediation to terminate the war.

In May, 1940, the Nazi army began The Belgian Campaign.  The battle lasted eighteen days.  It ended with the surrender of the country by Leopold III on May 28th, 1940.  Leopold III felt that the cause of the Allied forces was lost.  It should be noted that this was against the advice of the democratically elected Belgian government.  Around 6,000 Belgian soldiers had been killed by this time.  The King remained in Belgium during the war as a German prisoner while the government went into exile in Paris and later in London.  There, the Belgian government continued military action in the Allied cause.

England During WWII:

During WWII, an episode called “The Blitz” took place in England.  It lasted from September 7th, 1940 to May 10th, 1941.  As part of “The Blitz”, London was bombed for 76 consecutive nights.  More than one million London houses were destroyed or damaged, and more than 20,000 civilians were killed.
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verpool and Birmingham suffered heavy air raids and high numbers of casualties. 

As the British military anticipated the bombing, they began a program called “Operation Pied Piper”.  This program evacuated around 3.5 million civilians, mostly children, into safer, rural areas.  

By mid-September 1940, around 150,000 people slept nightly in London’s subway system.  
The End of the War in Belgium:

Belgium was liberated late in 1944 by Allied forces, including British, Canadian, and American armies, including a small Belgian national contingent. 

A dispute over King Leopold III's conduct during World War II caused civil uprisings, and eventually led to his abdication in 1951 following a state wide referendum.   Belgium’s new king became Leopold III’s younger brother, King Albert II.  Belgium’s democratic government was again lead by Hubery Pierlot, their Prime Minister.  The government returned to domestic and international affairs, including managment of The Belgian Congo, a colony in central Africa.

By the 1960s, the Belgian government was part of another international incident known as the “Congo Crisis”.
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Why and How did “The Blitz” End?

The purpose of the "Blitz" was to prep England for a German invasion called "Operation Sea Lion".  After attacking for a few months, the German's started to lose a LOT of planes, but more importantly, pilots.  Eventually, it appeared that if they continued, they might lose so many aircraft and pilots [image: image3.png]


that they would not be able to defend themselves. They could have continued, but decided to "cut their losses" and regroup.  As this attack was proving unable to meet goals of preparing for invasion, weakening the British economy, and devastating British morale, the Nazis also began to turn their attention to an invasion of the USSR.


