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Did You Know?  The French Super Trench:

After almost losing to the Germans in WWI, the French were determined to make their land impregnable.  Beginning in 1930, at a cost of over $200 million dollars and seven years labour, they built an eighty-seven mile long string of underground forts near the German boarder.

Named after Andre Maginot, the Defense Minster when the work began, the line was a masterpiece of static defense.  At its forward edge were tank traps; behind lay barbed wire and pill boxes.  Next came rows of gun emplacements walled in concrete that was ten feet thick armed with machine guns and antitank weapons ranging from 37mm to 155mm.  Located at three-to-five mile intervals were fortresses, like the one pictured above, buried as deep as 100 feet underground.
Within these forts, up to 1200 men lived for three-month tours.  They had sun lamps and went topside to plant roses; still, their most deadly enemy was boredom.

But when the Wehrmacht began in earnest, the French realized that the age of static warfare was over.  Even the strongest fortress would prove no match for the maneuverability of German Panzers.
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