Children of the Nazis
By Melissa Eddy, AP, printed in London Free Press 11/05/2006

Berlin
For decades they suffered in silence, aging Germans for as children were selected by the Nazis for their Aryan qualities and handed over to SS families.  Collectively known as “Lebensborn children”, some were gathering publicly this weekend for the first time.

Many are trying to make peace with pasts they long kept cloaked from shame.  They are asking questions, tracing their roots and demanding that the truth be told about SS chief Heinrich Himmler’s Lebensborn – Source of Life – program.

“It is an important issue and it is time that it is finally brought to light,” said Dagmat Jung, 64, whose adoptive parents refused for years to answer her questions about her past as a Lebensborn child.

This weekend, Jung planned to be in the eastern town of Wernigerode, where the Nazis ran the Harz Lebensborn home, for a meeting of Lebensspuren – Traces of Life – an association formed last year.

For the first time, part of the weekend session was opened to the public.

Of the groups sixty members, nearly two-thirds are Lebensborn children who feel a growing need to uncover their past and break one of the last taboos about the Adolf Hitler era in Germany.

Lebensborn was a lesser-known side of Nazi racial experiments.

While millions of Jews and others deemed “undesirable” were being slaughtered, thousands of children were carefully selected for Aryan physical qualities and given to families of SS members to be raised.

The Nazis kept the program so secret that many of those selected do not know who they really are.

Created in 1935, the program became the stuff of legend in the postwar years.  
Misleadingly depicted in several films as a high-end bordello offering blue-eyed blonds to SS officers with the aim of creating a master race, association with the program became doubly shameful.

“To this day, many of them suffer from the consequences of secrecy and the Nazi ideologies of race”, said Matthias Meissner, a Lebensborn member.
Conservative estimates put the number of Lebensborn children in Germany somewhere around 5,500, but exact numbers do not exist.

“There is far too little written about it in history books and reference works”, said Jung has spent thirty years trying to piece together her true identity.

After years of urging, her adoptive father revealed clues that finally led to her birth mother, and Jung has built a relationship with her.  The search for her father took several more years and ended in sorrow when Jung discovered that they had lived in the same city for years but that he had died in 1963.

In the early years, those running Lebensborn preyed on the difficult situation many unwed pregnant women found themselves in during those more conservative times.

It offered them a chance to have babies in comfortable state-run homes, where the children stayed until they were adopted.

Adoptive mothers and fathers were required to prove not only their Aryan qualities, but also the absence of any mental of other genetic illness or defects.  Only about fifty per cent were adopted, historians say.

Lebensborn was expanded after the Nazis overran the Nordic countries in 1940.  There, German occupation soldiers were encouraged to find suitable local partners, who were offered the chance to have babies in one of ten Lebensborn homes set up in the region.

About 8,000 children were eventually born in Norway, and thousands more were registered in Denmark.  Lebensborn also operated in the occupied Netherlands.

Stigmatized and reviled by their own societies as “war babies”, some Lebensborn children began speaking out several years ago.  In 2002, the Norwegian government offered compensation.

In Germany, the focus is more on education than on compensation and on creating a network of support.  Germans raised in the program have contacted similar groups in Denmark and Norway.

“I want to give others courage”, said Jung, “to send the message, no matter how old you are, it is worth it to find out where you came from.”
 Journal Topic:  Children of the Nazis:
Now that you have read the article, you will write a response to it.  Responses should be two pages, typed, double spaced, and constructed around one of the following topics:

1. Imagine how a Lebensborn child would have felt at the following stages of his or her life:  being told about the program, meeting a biological parent, and meeting another child from the program.

2. There are a number of victims in the crime of Lebensborn.  Name at least three, and explain how they are victims.

3. Discuss how the crime of Lebensborn resonates in the modern world with some of today’s young people.
4. Discuss how the crime of Lebensborn may be related to the UN’s Eight Stages of Genocide.

Journals will be marked as follows:

1. Clear analysis of accurate facts




App/10

2. Clear, correct narrative of application of Marxist ideology

App/5

3. Clear and logical opinion





Comm/5

4. Spelling and grammar
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