Social and Economic Work of the UN:  UNICEF:
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History:

At the end of the Second World War, millions of children in Europe needed help.  The ravages of war had left them malnourished and lacking proper clothing and shelter.  To cope with this problem, the United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund was set up in 1946.  It was intended to be temporary.  But it soon became clear, after Europe had recovered, that a vast amount of work was needed for children on other continents.  In 1953, the organization was made permanent and renamed United Nations Children’s Fund, though the abbreviation UNICEF was kept.
In 1965, the value of UNICEF’s work was recognized with the award of the Nobel Peace Prize.  Of UNICEF, the prize committee said:

What matters most is the enormous progress achieved towards the international cooperation of which UNICEF is the symbol.  UNICEF creates a link between the rich and poor countries.  Everywhere, one has increasingly the feeling that the world is in reality one big family.  If we want to live in peace, we must begin by concerning ourselves with the children.

How UNICEF works:

UNICEF receives its money from voluntary contributions – from governments, organizations, and individuals.  An Executive Board decides general policy and how to allocate money to various projects.  Requests for help must be made by governments and UNICEF must undertake its work “without discrimination on the grounds of race, creed, nationality, status, or political belief”.

UNICEF has set itself five main objectives:

1. Improve the health of children and mothers by setting up health services, immunization against the main diseases, developing health education, and improving sanitation.

2. Improve the nutrition of children, along with pregnant and nursing mothers.

3. Raise the standards of education of children.

4. Develop social services, especially for mothers.

5. Train welfare staff.

Thousands of UNICEF experts work throughout the world.  They help to establish training programs for health workers, nutrition and agricultural workers, and primary school teachers.  UNICEF also helps governments to provide finance for primary health care and education.

UNICEF is mainly a long term development agency.  It is also involved if a disaster or emergency occurs and it pays particular attention to the survival of children and their mothers.

Some Examples:

UNICEF never has sufficient funds to meet all requests.  A major priority set in 1985 was to immunize all children against polio, measles, and tetanus.  Here is a progress report from the UK Committee for UNICEF, written in June 1986:

Since the UN Secretary General, Perez de Cuellar, wrote to 159 heads of state in June 1985 asking for their support, the response has been fantastic:

· In El Salvador guerillas and government troops laid down their arms on three national Vaccination Days in an attempt to halve the infant death rate.   400,000 children were vaccinated.

· In Chad, the world’s poorest country, a caravan of 15 camels laden with solar-powered ice boxes carried the UNICEF vaccine campaign to remote parts of the country.  In ten days, 27,000 children were vaccinated.

· In Brazil, an enormous army of volunteers – almost 300,000 of them – were mobilized and trained to give polio vaccine to children throughout this vast country.  18 million young children have been vaccinated.
Social and Economic Work of the UN:  World Health Organization:
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Origins of WHO:

In the period between the World Wars, the League of Nations undertook important work to try to improve public health, stop the spread of disease, and halt drug trafficking.

When the UN was established in 1945, it was agreed that a World Health Organization should be created to continue and develop this work.  WHO came into being in 1948.  In the meantime, an Interim Commission was set up.  This was crucial in preventing the spread of cholera after a very serious outbreak in Egypt in 1947.

Organization and Work:

WHO is a specialized agency of the UN.  It is, in fact, the largest in terms of size of staff and budget.  Its work is administered by the Executive Board, the World Health Assembly, and the Director-General and his staff.
The aim of WHO is “the attainment by all peoples of the highest level of health”.  It has set itself the target of leveling up health care to an acceptable minimum throughout the world.  The work of WHO can be divided into four main areas:

1. Providing Information.  For example, WHO organizes conferences, complies statistics, and issues international standards for medicines.

2. Training.  One of the problems faced by poor countries is that they have so few doctors and experts in public health.  WHO trains people in some of the more elementary forms of health care.
3. Disaster Relief.  When disasters like earthquakes occur, WHO sends teams to the stricken area to try to stop the spread of disease.

4. Elimination of Diseases.  WHO has made particular effort to try to eliminate certain very serious diseases.  By about 1970, smallpox and malaria were conquered.  But WHO continues to face huge problems.  There are, of course, still many tropical diseases to tackle, and AIDS is a global medical issue.

Drugs:

Addiction to opium, morphine, or heroin has been a problem for well over a century.  The problem of drug abuse is a concern for the United Nations because it is an international business, which has become a source of very serious and widespread crime and is also the cause of much illness and death.  

Work of the UN:

When the United Nations Organization was created, it set up a Commission in Narcotic Drugs to continue the work already carried on by the League of Nations.  One Problem to overcome is that many people, especially in a number of Asian countries, depend on poppy cultivation for their livelihood.  Therefore, the United Nations Fund for Narcotics Control has been set up to organize change o other crops.
In 1983, three UN specialized agencies joined to provide addict rehabilitation programs.   One of these was UNESCO, who worked to educate children about the dangers of drugs.

Social and Economic Work of the UN:  UNESCO:
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Origins:
Little educational work was undertaken by the League of Nations.  The real movement to create who eventually became UNESCO, United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization started during the Second World War.  It was hoped that proper education could prevent the repetition of the war’s horrific slaughter.  The Constitution of UNESCO states:  “that since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that the defenses of peaces must be constructed”.

Organization and Work:

UNESCO’s headquarters is in Paris.  Because it has such a wide responsibility, its efforts have to be shared out among many different projects.  Here are just a few examples of what it has achieved:
1. Education.  UNESCO has helped to train teachers and improve textbooks.  But the most impressive campaign has been its work to increase literacy, particularly among adults. 

2. Science.  UNESCO has improved science teaching in many countries, and has enabled scientists to meet and undertake some vital projects.  These include studies to understand environmental problems.

3. Culture.  UNESCO is concerned with preserving the richness of mankind’s cultural heritage, especially some of the monuments of past civilizations which are in danger.   

Controversy:

UNESCO has had serious troubles through the 1970s and 1980s.  The main complaints were:

1. UNESCO was inefficient and wasted money

2. UNESCO was been biased against western countries

3. UNESCO was used for political propaganda, such as the censorship of foreign news reporting

The US and UK, who funded a large part of UNESCO’s budget, pulled their funding.  Following a change in UNESCO’s organization and strudture in 1997, the UK rejoined. The United States rejoined in 2003.  

Anaysis and Comprehension Questions:

1. In its beginning, what need did UNICEF meet?

2. How is UNICEF funded?

3. How are requests for funding made to UNICEF?

4. Although they have had great success, what potential difficulties do you think UNICEF could have in its efforts to vaccinate children in the world’s poorest nations.  Explain your answer.

5. What, in your opinion, would it look like if WHO achieved its mission, namely, “the attainment by all peoples of the highest level of health”?
6. What four categories is WHO’s mission divided into?

7. Why is the illegal drug trade a serious issue for WHO?

8. What does the arcyroym UNESCO stand for?

9. Describe the difficulties faced by UNESCO during the 1970s and 1980s.
