Thirteen Days:  Analysis Questions:
The film Thirteen Days presents the events of the Cuban Missile Crisis from the historical view of the USA.  The viewer sees the Crisis develop through the eyes of the president, his brother, and a presidential aide.  The events shown in the film reveal how close the world came to nuclear war in 1962.  Key to the solution of the crisis was the reaction of John F. Kennedy, his brother Robert, and Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev.  

From your own study of the Crisis and your viewing of the film, answer the following questions:

1. Why did the Soviet Union want to install missiles in Cuba?
2. What were President Kennedy’s main objections to his military advisor’s suggestions for the three main possible solutions to the Crisis?
3. How are Robert Kennedy, the President’s brother and Ken O’Donnell, the President’s aide, presented in the movie?
4. Why would America not wish to appear “weak” in the eyes of the world at this particular point in history?
5. If you were telling this story from the point of view of the Soviets or the Cubans, how would it be different?
6. Since heroes are an important part of the story, how could either Castro or Khrushchev be seen in a heroic way?
