
Stanfield Drops The Ball

By many measures, Robert Stanfield had a very successful political career.  He became the leader of the federal Progressive Conservative party in 1967.  

However, when Pierre Trudeau became the leader of the federal Liberal Party, his charisma and relative youth made Stanfield appear old and feeble.  This, in part, drove what became known as “Trudeaumania”.

Trudeau won a majority government in 1968, but by the 1972 election, the Liberals were  less popular.  This was, in part, due to economic conc[image: image1.png]


erns.  However, Trudeau’s Liberals defeated Stanfield’s Conservatives by two seats.

The 1974 election looked to be a close race.  However, many historians argue that Stanfield lost the election due to a famous photo.  In an attempt to seem strong and capable, played a short game of catch with a football.  Stanfield caught the ball many times, but dropped it once.  Photojournalist Doug Ball was shooting the event, and his photo of the drop appeared on the front page of many Canadian newspapers.   The photo is below:


