
“Mickey Mantle and the Miracle Drug”:

In 1944, a fourteen-year old tailback named Mickey Mantle was kicked in his shin while playing for Commerce High School in Oklahoma.  By the next morning, his temperature was 104 degrees and his ankle had swollen to twice the normal size.  At American Hospital in Picher, Oklahoma, the local doctor, D.L. Connell, lanced Mickey’s ankle.  Days later, with the infection still present, squirming maggots were “sprinkled” on the inflamed area in the hope that they would devour the invading toxic bacteria.  This was a common medical practice in 1944.  When this technique was unsuccessful, Dr. Connell wanted to remove Mickey’s leg.

Mickey’s father felt “there isn’t any place in the world for a one-legged man”, so[image: image1.png]TITO—AGAIN A RUSSIAN HERO
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 the Mantles headed to Children’s Hospital in Oklahoma City.

At this time, penicillin was a new “miracle drug” to treat infection.  However, it was in very short supply and was only used for soldiers at the front.  However, recent discoveries had led researchers to the conclusion that penicillin could be extracted from a patient’s urine after five days.  This technique was being “field tested” by researchers at the University of Oklahoma in 1944, and one of these field test was key to Mickey’s recovery.  

Mickey Mantle goes on to become a New York Yankee and American icon.  He was a twenty-time All-Star, seven-time world series champion, and three time American League MVP. 

Mantle on the cover of Life Magazine in June, 1956


