Operation Barbarossa:
The Germans invaded the Soviet Union in the summer of 1941, and looked poised to take Moscow by October of that year.

The German Blitzkrieg technique was as devastating in Russia as it has been in the rest of Europe.

One week into the German invasion, 150,000 Soviet soldiers were either wounded or dead.

Soviet troops were drafted to protect Kiev:

· Stalin forbid any city to surrender

· Kiev fell and 600,000 Soviet soldiers were captured

By October 1941, three million Soviet soldiers were prisoners of war.

Stalin and Hitler were responsible for ruthless brutality between Russia and Germany

Following the Battle of Moscow, 8,000 Soviet citizens were executed for perceived cowardice

Stalin ordered special “blocking detachments” to shoot all deserters

Nazi rule in the USSR was brutal.  Starvation was widespread; Soviet civilians were forced to eat dogs, rats, crows, and birch bark.

The Battle of Stalingrad took place in spring of 1942; Hitler launched a two-pronged attack in what he believed would be his final offensive in the East:

· One set of troops headed towards Baku and its rich oil resources

· A second group pushed towards Stalingrad

More than 1,000 tons of bombs were dropped on the city, but Stalin initially forbade any evacuation, even of children

The average life expectancy of a Soviet soldier was 24 hours

At Stalingrad, Hitler suffered his greatest military setback of the war

Stalin eliminated three times more German army divisions than the Allied did in Normandy; at least 25 million Soviet citizens died

