The “Cold War” Begins:

On March 5, 1946, Winston Churchill, the British Prime Minister, gave a speech in Fulton, Missouri, after receiving an honorary degree.

The speech is seen as the beginning of the “Cold War”.  Two new world superpowers emerged after World War II.  These were The United States, and the Soviet Union, a group of Russian communist states.

The term Cold War originally meant that the two sides would try to defeat each other by any means short of actual fighting.  This meant spying, propaganda, and political pressure, but not armed combat.

Here are some sections of Churchill’s speech:

I repulse the idea that a new war is inevitable -- still more that it is imminent. It is because I am sure that our fortunes are still in our own hands and that we hold the power to save the future, that I feel the duty to speak out now that I have the occasion and the opportunity to do so. 

I do not believe that Soviet Russia desires war. What they desire is the fruits of war and the indefinite expansion of their power and doctrines. 

In this speech, Churchill popularized the phrase “Iron Curtain”.  The Iron Curtain was a symbol of the divide between Warsaw Pact and NATO nations.

The name “Cold War” comes from the idea that the USA and USSR would try to defeat each other by any means short of actual fighting:

· Propaganda, espionage, and political pressures were used

· The two nations never declared war on each other, but were involved in several conflicts

Soviet troops occupied Eastern Europe after WWII and refused to withdraw their troops from these countries

A communist government was set up in each of the “satellite states” that Stalin controlled

· These nations were sealed off from contact with non-communist countries

· Travel and trade were restricted to and from these nations
· Fear grew that communism would take over the world

The USSR in 1955
“The Cold War” Begins:  Continued:

In communist states, the government controls most property and business; as well, the government controls individual freedoms

In 1949, the USSR exploded its first atomic bomb; this began the arms race
NATO, or North Atlantic Treaty Organization, was signed in 1949

· 15 western democratic nations, including Canada, joined NATO

· NATO’s goal was to provide collective security for its members

· NATO wanted to discourage the Soviets from taking action against any of its members

The Warsaw Pact was signed in 1955; it was a military alliance formed by the Soviets and Eastern European countries to counter NATO
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A map showing NATO and Warsaw Pact countries in 1955

