ENGLAND IN SEVENTEENTH CENTURY:
Triumph of Constitutionalism:
· England, by 1688, was ruled by constitutional monarchy  - Parliament ruled over the Crown
WHY?

1. Henry VIII elevated the power of Parliament when he sought is support in his struggle against the papacy over his divorce

2. Elizabeth I failed to deal with the rise of Puritanism, thus failing to establish the type of religious unity that Louis XIV had managed to secure in France

3. Elizabeth was forced repeatedly to ask for tax increases to finance Britain’s ongoing war with Spain

4. The absence of a standing army left the monarch dependent on the loyalty of the militia, which was controlled by the nobility

Reign of James I:

· Son of Mary Queen of Scots… inherited throne when his cousin Elizabeth I died in 1603 without children 
· The financial problems he inherited as well as his lavish spending habits soon led to a crisis, and James was forced to appeal to Parliament for an increase in taxes of one million pounds

· When Parliament granted an increase of only 200 000 pounds, James was forced to look for other methods to increase revenues:
1. Renewed long-forgotten dues that people had been required to pay the Crown for their children to marry; angered the common folk

2. Sold titles such as baron, earl and duke; angered the nobility
3. Sold monopolies; angered the merchants
4. Devised a plan to force people to lend money to the Crown or face a fine

· James was in constant conflict with Parliament.
Charles I and English Civil War:

· His stubborn nature and refusal to compromise quickly earned him Parliament’s dislike and led to a debate on the constitutional powers of the Crown and Parliament
· Parliament’s refusal to grant the tax increases requested by Charles led to what is known as the Eleven Years of Tyranny
· In 1629 Charles I suspended Parliament, but wars drained money and he was forced to recall in 1640 
· Once Parliament was recalled, Charles I was forced to deal with hostile and rebellious parliamentarians who tried to thwart the king’s attempts to raise money
· After two years of continual conflict, Charles I stormed Parliament with fifteen hundred horsemen in an attempt to arrest his major opponents in the House of Commons
· Most parliamentarians managed to escape and the civil war soon erupted 
· From 1643 to 1649, Royalists (supporters of the monarchy) and Roundheads (supporters of Parliament) battled for control of the government
· In 1646 Charles I was captured by the parliamentarians, who attempted to negotiate with him, but he stubbornly refused to compromise
· Feeling they had no alternative, Charles I was charged with treason and beheaded in 1649
· Following the execution of Charles I, England was governed as a parliamentary republic from 1649 to 1658, under the leadership of Oliver Cromwell
· The government was not radically different than the one before it
· Following Cromwell’s death in 1658, England was a divided country
· Ultimately Charles II was invited back to the throne eleven years after his father’s execution

· But the terms of the invitation made it impossible for him or any English monarch to pass laws or raise revenues without Parliaments approval

· He was now a constitutional monarch
Glorious Revolution:
· 
James II fled after William of Orange, the Dutch Monarch took the throne after being asked by the English to depose James II

Economic Change in Seventeenth Century England:
· 
With the increase and ease of transportation methods in England, local economies became regional, then developed into a national economy.

