
The End of The Cold War:

In 1985, Mikhail Gorbachev became the leader of the USSR.  He introduced a policy called glasnost.  Glasnost is a Russian word meaning “openness in public affairs and every area of life”.  This policy lead to warmer relations between the world superpowers, The USSR and The USA.

By the late 1980s, the USSR had many difficulties.  Gorbachev was of the opinion that The USSR’s military commitments were a large part of this, and he began to end these to aid the nation and its people.  The decline of [image: image1.png]
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European communism was highlighted by the fall of the Berlin Wall in December 1989.  Following this, East and West Germany again became a single democratic nation.  Other European nations, such as Czechoslovakia, soon replaced their communist governments with democratic ones.

By December 1991, the Soviet Union had broken up into smaller nations, including Russia, Ukraine, and Georgia.
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