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Series of Paragraphs: Glossary of Terms and Writing Guide

Paragraph One:
° Paragraph(s): Generally, a group of 4 or 5 sentences that develop a topic or idea.
°  Main idea: A clear, concise sentence that tells the reader what the essay is about. An
essay has ONE main idea. Synonyms: thesis statement, position/opinion on
the topic.

°  General information (G.l.): One or two sentences at the beginning of the introductory paragraph that
introduce the topic, often in the form of an overview.

°  Opinion: What you think about the topic. Your position or stance on the topic. Pick a
side to an issue.

° Argument(s): Reasons or ideas that support the main idea (thesis).

Paragraphs Two and Three:

° Topic sentence: Sentence at or near the beginning of a paragraph that states the main idea,
plus your argument. It often contains a transition word or expression.

°  Supporting details: The information, facts, proof, examples, and ideas used to support your topic
sentence.

° Closing sentence: The last sentence of a paragraph that wraps up the argument naturally.

Paragraph Four:

°  Transition sentence: A sentence that moves from the 3" paragraph into the conclusion usually
beginning with expressions such as “in conclusion”, “in summary”, “as a
result’, etc.

°  Main idea and These are restated using different words.

arguments

° Concluding sentence: A final sentence that naturally closes the essay.
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