Article:  What a Difference a Gene Makes:
The Great Ape Legal Project has a plan for extending rights typically considered to be solely human to all of the members of the great ape clade, of group of related species, namely humans, chimpanzees, gorillas, orangutans, and bonobos.

The Great Ape Legal Project has a uniquely genetic twist:  the remarkable similarity between human and chimpanzee DNA.  We now know that humans and chimpanzees share 98.4 per cent of their genetic material.  A number of people have taken a look at the data and have come to a conclusion called the Identity Thesis – humans are not like chimpanzees, humans are chimpanzees.

The Identity Thesis is an imaginative mix of genetics with ethics, philosophy, and law.  A little too imaginative, actually, since the holders of the Identity Thesis have bent the science involved past the breaking point.

The 1.6 per cent difference between humans and chimp DNA accounts for roughly 500,000 points of difference between the average human genome and the average chimp genome – in other words, 500,000 places in which our DNA has drifted apart.  You could make an analogy with a skydiver:  in the first second after a jump, a skydiver will have fallen only sixteen feet or 4.9 metres.  But no matter how small the distance separating them, skydivers do not fall up into planes.

Likewise, no matter how close species are, they will never close the gap between them.

The extension of legal rights to primates may make moral sense, but basing this idea on a supposedly small and permeable boarder between humans and chimpanzees bases good morals on bad science.

Analysis Questions:
1. Why is the 1.6 per cent difference in the genetic material of humans and chimpanzees causing a controversy?

2. Do you think that we should extend the same moral and legal rights to apes as to humans?  On what do you base your opinion?

3. Using what you have already learned in this course, briefly analyze the validity of the Great Ape Legal Project from the point of view of a sociologist, a psychologist, and an anthropologist.

