
Rights in Conflict 
A List of Banned School Books 



Huckleberry Finn 

• This book by Mark Twain has been challenged and banned in numerous locations and 
times because of its incessant use of racial slurs including the "n" word. 



Hop on Pop 

• Challenged, but retained at the Toronto Public Library (2014) despite a patron’s concern 
that the book “encourages children to use violence against their fathers.” The patron 
requested that the library apologize to local fathers and pay damages resulting from the 
book’s message.  

 

• Written in 1963, the classic children’s picture book ranked sixteenth on Publishers Weekly's 
2001 list of the all-time best-selling hardcover books for children. Based on a 2007 online 
poll, the National Education Association named the book one of its “Teachers’ Top 100 
Books for Children.” 



The Lord of The Files 

• This novel by William Golding has been challenged and in many cases banned because of 
its use of profanity, sexuality, racial slurs, and excessive violence. 



The Harry Potter Series 

• These books by J.K. Rowling have become a frequent target as they are often challenged 
and sometimes banned.  

 

• The most common reason cited is its use of witchcraft and the fear that fantasy and reality 
could become confused for children. However, some challenges have arisen over the 
violence it portrays. 



Twilight 

• Challenged at the Austin Memorial Library in Cleveland, Tex. (2014), along with other 
young adult books that have a vampire theme.  

 

• A local minister requested that the, “occulted  and demonic room be shut down, and 
these books be purged from the shelves, and that public funds would no longer be used to 
purchase such material, or at least require parents to check them out for their children.” 



And Tango Makes Three 

• One of three books about gay couples withdrawn from libraries in Singapore (2014), 
where gay sex is illegal. The children’s book was inspired by a real-life story of two male 
penguins raising a baby chick.  

 

• In a statement, the National Library Board suggested that gayness and family values are 
incompatible. Copies of the book will be pulped. It was announced later that authorities in 
Singapore reversed their decision and stopped the national library from destroying the 
children’s books, after its decision in July produced a public outcry over literary censorship. 

 

• The books were moved to the adult section 



The Fault in Our Stars 

• Pulled from library shelves at the Frank Augustus Miller Middle School in Rancho 
Cucamonga, Calif. (2014), because the subject matter involves teens dying of cancer who 
use crude language and have sex.  

 

• Removed from the Riverside, Calif., Unified School District middle schools (2014) after a 
parent complained the teen love story was inappropriate for that age group.  

 

• The New York Times best seller was released in June 2014 as a PG-13 movie. In 2014 Green 
was included in Time magazine’s list of the 100 most influential people in the world. 



If I Ran The Zoo 

• Challenged, but retained at the Vancouver, Canada, Public Library (2014) despite a line in 
the poem about helpers who “all wear their eyes at a slant,” accompanied by illustrations 
that are racial stereotypes of Asians.  

• The book is often credited with the first printed modern English use of the word “nerd” in 
a sentence.  

• The library will no longer read it at storytime or promote it other than as resource material 
in a study of how the portrayal of other cultures has changed over time. 



Captain Underpants 

• According to the American Library Association, Pilkey's Captain Underpants series was 
banned in some schools for insensitivity and being unsuited to age group, as well as 
encouraging children to disobey authority. 



Hunger Games 

• In 2011, all three books occupy the number three position, and the complaints have grown 
more varied: “anti-ethnic; anti-family; insensitivity; offensive language; occult/satanic; 
violence.” 


