
Karl Marx:

· Marx, who lived from 1818 to 1883, was a German scholar

· Marx lived through the Industrial Revolution, when factories were replacing smaller workshops

· Marx became concerned with what he saw as a injustice:  a small number of people had become very wealthy, while the majority had next to nothing

· After studying history, Marx concluded that uneven distribution of wealth was a normal condition in society.  He noted that the struggle between rich and poor was continuous

· Marx created the term class conflict to describe this struggle

· Marx called the wealthy, who owned the factories and machinery, the bourgeoisie.  He called the poor, who needed to sell their labour to survive, the proletariat
· Marx was the founder of the conflict school of sociology.  This school claims that the struggle for wealth and power is the driving force behind society.

· Marx did not like capitalist society, because he felt that it left most people with no control over their own destinies

· Marx felt that a distribution of wealth to the people was needed to solve society’s problems

In a group of three to four, describe one example from modern Canadian society where Marx’s theory of class conflict appears.  As well, make note of how Marx would believe that this conflict would be resolved.


