
Ivan Pavlov, Psychologist:

· 1849-1936

· Famous for his experiments which tested how animals learn best and became the basis for a system of acquiring behaviour patterns called Classical Conditioning 
· Pavlov did experiments with dogs that showed it was possible to get a dog to associate the sound of a bell with the imminent arrival of food

· At the sound of the bell, the dog would salivate in anticipation

· This and other experiments led theorists to develop the stimulus-response theory, which stated that if a subject is correctly stimulated, it/he/she will give the proper response

· Pavlov’s worked changed the focus of psychology from the mind’s internal structure to observable behaviour

· This theory may be validated with such notions as:  children who grow up in supportive, loving families will grow into secure, loving adults.  It is important to note, however, that this theory frequently encounters problems when it is related to human behaviour
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