
What are the Beginnings of Anthropology?

Anthropology is a study that looks across cultures.  It began in ancient times, when travelers to other countries would record their observations on foreign or “barbarian” customs.

For example, a great Historian named Herodotus who lived from 484 to 425 BC, made the following observations about the Egyptian culture of animal sacrifice:

· Wine was poured upon the front of the victim.   At this same time, the god was invoked.

· The animal was killed by cutting off the head.  If there were Greek traders in the city at this time, the head was immediately sold to them.  If not, the head was thrown into the river.

· The Egyptians would pray that all the evil that is over their nation would be transferred into the head.

· This practice is tied to the custom that many Egyptians, even to this day, will not eat the head of any animal.

The idea of anthropology is to scientifically understand and analyze human behaviour patterns

