Cold War Flash Points:
The 1956 Hungarian Revolution:

· Stalin died in March 1953; he was replaced by Nikita Khrushchev

· Many of Khrushchev’s policies promised greater individual freedom:  he denounced the secret police

· Khrushchev also promised reform of Moscow’s central control of communism; this suggested that Soviet satellites would be free to experiment with their own brand of communism

· Great reform took place in Poland early in Khrushchev’s regime
· In October 1956, the people of Hungary began to seek reform

· Academics wanted more scholastic freedom; workers wanted better conditions

· On October 23rd, 1956, fifty-thousand Hungarian gathered at the Polish embassy in Budapest, expecting their Prime Minster, Ernõ Gerõ to speak about freedom and reform

· Instead, he spoke about the importance of central communism; this enraged the mob, who destroyed a large statue of Stalin and battled with the police
· Because the USSR felt that he handled the uprising ineptly, Gerõ was replaced by Imre Nagy, who proved more sympathetically to the Hungarians

· Nagy attempt to withdraw from the Warsaw Pact and become a neutral, multi-party democracy

· The USSR, predictably, would not accept this and, with tanks and troops, they entered Budapest to crush the uprising

· The battle between Hungarian nationalists and the Soviet army was brutal:  many people were burned alive; others were killed by hanging from lampposts

· Some Hungarian soldiers were little more than children, fighting a war against experienced Soviet soldiers with sophisticated weapons
· The West had little or no response to the Hungarian Revolution, as it was thought of as a internal battle of the Soviet state

Czechoslovakia 1968:

· As was the case in Hungary, the issue in Czechoslovakia involved a Soviet satellite state attempting to free itself from the direct control of Moscow
· Prior to the situation in Czechoslovakia, in the early 1960s, there was a dispute between China and Russia:
· China became a communist state in 1949, but wanted independence from Russia, most notably in regards to atomic weapons and foreign policy
· 1959, the Chinese government crushed a pro-independence rally in Tibet; the West denounced this action, and the Soviets were sympathetic to the Tibetans
· The Chinese did not like the lack of support that they received from their communist allies, and relations between China and the USSR were strained for two decades

· Some Soviets states joined the unofficial Chinese communist block; Czechoslovakia did not do these, but they wanted major reforms, including:

· A policy of worker input in factory management

· Freedom of speech

· Freedom of the press

· Free elections

· Closer ties with Western nations

· In early 1968, citizens began exercising these rights
· The USSR refused to accept this, and on August 20th, 1968, 500 000 Warsaw Pact troops entered Czechoslovakia to restore the traditional Soviet regime

· As was the case in Hungary, resistance was small and poorly equipped, and the resistance was put out quickly

