Neolithic Revolution:
· Occurred 8000 - 6000 years ago

· Transition from a food gathering to a food producing society

· People begin to cultivate food instead of following food

· Hunter – 1-3 miles person; cultivated land is 10-100 times more productive

· Humans settle down to farming over a period of years

· Trial and error leads to greater farming productivity

· Animal – dogs, sheep, goats, pigs, cattle – can all be domesticated

· Manure, clothes, food, power source 

· Greater productivity leads to more populoation

· That leads to more emphasis on food production

Lifestyle Change Spread Slowly, but Steadily:
· Farming populations increased more than others

· From 5-10 million at 8000 BC to 100 million estimated by 3000 BC

· 250 million people by 1 AD

What Are the Implications for how Humans Lived?

· Women are pregnant more often; more childbirth mortality

· Possessions do not have to be portable so you can collect more

· Larger societal groupings changed leadership styles in society

· Social classes begin to emerge

· Justice systems have to be formalized

· Food surplus is more common – what to do with it and how to share

· Work specialization is more of an option

· Technology becomes more refined

· Carbohydrates brings cavities; population concentration brings disease

· Buildings start to appear

· Protection becomes an issue

Of course we still don’t know why or even how the transition occured, only that it did – and that it leaves humanity on the verge of creating civilizations

The Characteristics of a Civilization:
· Plant and Animal Domestication

· Metallurgy

· Occupational specialization

· Writing

· Growth of Cities

· Hierarchical Administrative Structures

Civilization Happened in The Following Area:
· Mesopotamia

· Egypt

· China

· India

· Mesoamerica

· Central Andes

Why In These Places?

	Hunting & Gathering:
	Agriculture:


	small bands (25-150), semi-nomadic existence
	sedentism, expanding population

	seasonal migration
	permanent living sites

	wide variety of food sources 
	replaces diversity with monoculture

	exploits territory extensively
	exploits intensively

	security through diversity
	security through specialization 
	

	small (portable) tool kit 
	tool kit, technology expands exponentially 
	


Social Organization/Control:
	Hunting & Gathering:
	Agriculture:

	communal life
	private life, property increasing

	little specialization in social or economic roles
	social and economic specialization

	Some form of gender roles 
	Very gender-specific roles

	relatively egalitarian
	social hierarchy emerges

	cultural/technical information is widely diffused
	cultural/technical information expands and becomes a form of property 
	

	custom, tradition rule
	coercion becomes necessary 
	


One of the first changes is architectural. When societies have excess food, they typically build walls to protect it, and people begin to live within those walls. 
As food production expands, certain members of society can be freed from producing food to do other things. Some become soldiers to guard that food. Some become administrators, and collect taxes to support those soldiers. Some become priests. (This is the point at which formalized religions emerge, and at which the priesthood becomes a social class.) And some become artisans and inventors, pushing the technological envelope with creations such as pottery, bronze, and the wheel. 
As food surpluses mount, it becomes necessary to identify ownership of stored food, and writing systems develop. As social complexity increases, the demand for writing grows. Scribes are needed, as are schools and teachers to train them. 
As civilizations expand, they develop legal systems, because once population reaches a critical mass, the type of social enforcement that serves to keep order in tribal groups becomes ineffective. Some sort of justice system - police, courts, prisons and executioners - must be created. 

