The “Cold War” Begins:

On March 5, 1946, Winston Churchill, the British Prime Minister, gave a speech in Fulton, Missouri, after receiving an honorary degree.

The speech is seen as the beginning of the “Cold War”.  Two new world superpowers emerged after World War II.  These were The United States, and the Soviet Union, a group of Russian communist states.

The term Cold War originally meant that the two sides would try to defeat each other by any means short of actual fighting.  This meant spying, propaganda, and political pressure, but not armed combat.

Here are some sections of Churchill’s speech:

I repulse the idea that a new war is inevitable -- still more that it is imminent. It is because I am sure that our fortunes are still in our own hands and that we hold the power to save the future, that I feel the duty to speak out now that I have the occasion and the opportunity to do so. 

I do not believe that Soviet Russia desires war. What they desire is the fruits of war and the indefinite expansion of their power and doctrines. 
In this speech, Churchill popularized the phrase “Iron Curtain”.  The Iron Curtain was a symbol of the divide between Warsaw Pact and NATO nations.
TO DO:

1. Read “Soviet Spies in Ottawa!” in Spotlight Canada, page 280, and complete questions
2. Watch A Beautiful Mind clip and answer the following questions:

a. What did the U.S. government ask of John Nash?
b. Why was Nash chosen for this work?

c. Use three points to shoe how the government’s work is presented in this film.
3. Complete the “Puzzling Messages” worksheet.
4. Read “Canada’s Foreign Policy” and “Formation of the United Nations” in Spotlight Canada, page 281-283.  Make a list of at least four ways in which Canada’s new, post-WWII foreign policy was in line with the goals of the newly formed United Nations.
